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BULGARIA 
BSDP Congress: Declaration, Leadership 


Declaration 
41BAOS444 Sotta SLOBODEN NAROD in Buleariar 
” Via 4] r) 


(“Teat™ of Declaration of the 38th Congr of the 
Bulgarian Social Democratic Party. BSDP. in Sofia on 
25 March 1991: “Political Declaration on the 38th 


Regu! 7 


Democratic Party] 


Restoration Congress of the Bulganan Social 


— 


[Text] The 38th Congress of the Bulgarian Social Dem- 
ocratic Party [BSDP] establishes 


-—The change process of the social system of th 
Republic of Bulgaria is delayed by the ruling BSP 
[Bulgarian Socialist Party] in all 
larian state rule is still not 
Political retorm has not brought about radical change 
In the structures of the 


branches 


aspects. The total- 
comple ‘tely destroved 


Ts nd > . ity . 
udicial and eCrvecullve 


Economic reform has been blocked by the unwillingness 
of the ruling BSP to 
privatization in the economy. At the same time. the 
plundering of national property continues 


accept decisively ine process ot 


—The nation 1s pushed toward division on an ethnic 
basis and political intolerance because of some disrep- 
utable political goals 


The BSDP 


future. on its 38th Congress 


realizing its responsibility for Bulgaria’s 


DECLARES 


|. The BSDP 1s a modern political party that categori- 
cally distinguishes itself from Marxism and Leninism 
and its recurrent forms 


The BSDP 1s against communism. eastern socialism, and 
all other forms of totalitarianism, authoritarianism, and 
extremism 


We belong to social democracy and have our own 
contribution in its cause 


2. The BSDP accepts the democratic. rule-of-law state as 
the only form of political structure of our society 


The BSDP, through its parliamentary group. will urge 
acceleration of the work of the Seventh Grand National 
Assembly in passing the new Constitution and basi 
economic laws, and supports holding parliamentary elec- 
tions as soon as possible, as the foremost condition for 
future development of the democratization process in 
Our COUNITY. 


The BSDP will direct its efforts to winning the elections 
for the Grand National Assembly and for organs of local 


POLITICAL | 


Slate government in close cooperation with the SDS 
(Union ot Democratic Forces] and other democratic 


rorees 


We teel that the united democratic opposition ts the only 
that can ensure true change of Bulgaria's 
nd ensure democracy $s victory 


] ] 
political force 


social SVStemM a 


The BSDP. jointly with all democratic torces, will seek to 
overcome the contradicuons and contlicts that have 
accumulated in society. so as not to allow situations 
where doubt is cast over the achievement of goals and 
democracy in Bulgaria. In this sense, we 


nsist that the political agreement be reviewed and 
updated 
> The BSDP will tight tor the establishment of a free 


< 


civil society in Bulgaria, based on economic pluralism, a 
highly effective renewal of society. a market economy, 
or the people. We support the 
restoration of the right to private property as a sacred 
human beings. In addition to this, 
we recognize the equality of all types of property. We feel 
that cooperatives must be supported with special atten- 
lion as a torm of free and voluntary association of free 
who own the means of production and 


} 


t 
and social securits 


InviolaDdie rignt of trec 


private Owners 


1 + + } . 
the ‘ruits of their labor 


The BSDP 1s tor detinitive control of the economic chaos 
in the country: it 1s against the attempts of the former 
nomenkiatura to take over the country’s economic 
potential to the detriment otf the people, and will use all 
of its political prestige to reach these goals 


4. As a party with a century-old existence and rich 
historical experience. the BSDP shares in the under- 
Standing that ethnic problems are the product of the 
decomposing communist system, which sees in them its 
last chance. Interethnic problems can and should be 
solved only on the basis of the International Charter for 
Humen Rights. the Constitution, and laws of the 
Republic of Bulgaria 


5. The BSDP feels that Bulgaria’s road toward the 
civilized world is common to all Balkan countries, that 
they must become a natural center of good neighbors and 
unity 


The BSDP and the Balkan social democrats must take 
the first political step toward a unified and civilized 
Europe 


6. The BSDP accepts that our relations with the coun- 
tries of East and Central Europe, the USSR, China, 
India. and the other countries of the Middle East and 
East Asis must be developed on the basis of full eco- 
nomic and political sovereignty 


Bulgaria's relations with West Europe. with the 
greatest democracy of all—the United States—with 
Japan, Canada. and all other countries directed toward a 
society of humanism and democracy should be devel- 
oped along the lines of broad cooperation and mutual 


respect 








'~ 


The BSDP’s 38th Congress turns to the Bulgarian people 
and expresses its firm conviction that Bulgaria will find 
the strength to ensure the victory of democracy and to 
join the world society of free nations. 


FREE LABOR OF FREE PEOPLE 
IN A FREE BULGARIA! 


National Committee 
YIBAOS4S4B Sofia SUOBODEN NAROD in Bulgarian 
27 Vlar Y] p ] 


[Report: “BSDP [Bulgarian Social Democratic Party] 
National Committee Elected at the 38th Congress”] 


| Text] 
Atanas Moskov—Honorary Chairman 


Petur Dertliey—Chairman 
Grudy Panchey—Chief Secretary 





Aleksandur Ekimov—Svishtoy 
Aleksandur Nedyalkov—Stara Zagora 
Aleksandur Chitkev—Sofia 
Angel Akhryanov—Sofia 
Angel krustnikov—Smolen 
Anton Antonov—Sofia 
Antonin Gorchey—Shumen 
Arso Panayotov—Chirpan 
Atanas Demirev—Burgas 
Bogdan Atanasov—Sofia 
Boyka Angelova—Godech 
Borislay Primoyv— Asenovgrad 
Borislay Sredkov—Boboshevo-Kocherinovo 
Branimir Daskalov—Kurdzhal: 
Valentin Donev—Bansko 
Valentin Miadenov—Sofia 
Viadimir Kalchev—Sotia 
Velislay Makedonski—Pleven 
Veselin Krustey—Mezdra 
Veselin Paskov—Burgas 
Vulkana Todorova—-Stara Zagora 
Georgi Bakalov—Sofia 

Georgi Buchkov—Petrich 
Georgi Getov—Lovech 

Grigor Shishkov—Plovdi 
Dimitrin Vichey—Shumen 
Dimitur Dimitrev—Shivachevo 
Dimitur Kumanov—Sofia 
Dimitur Slavov—Varna 

Diyan Dimitrov—Svilengrad 
Dobri Karakirkov—Khaskovo 
Emanuil Manev—Plovdiy 

Emil Rangelov—Razgrad 
Zakhari Karamfilov—Sofia 
7dravko Zakhariev—Plovdiy 

















7dravko Tsankov—Ruse 
Ivan Ilvanov—Pazardzhik 
Ivan Ivanov—Sadovo 

Ivan Kostadinov—Muglizh 
Ivan Kurtev—Sofia 

Ivan Mlandov—Varna 
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Ivan Milchey—Veclingrad 

Ivan Sazdov—kKyustendil 

llivya Bozhiloy—Sotia 

Yordan \ ordanoy—Botey grad 
Yordan \ ordanoy— Pleven 

Yordan Nekhrizoyv—Sotia 

hamen Georgiey—Gorna Oryakhovitsa 
kuncho [rifonoyv—Gabrovo 

Liliva Kinina—Samokoy 

Lyuben Gyulemenoyv—Dimitrovgrad 
Lyubomir Baralievy—Sevlievo 
Lyubomir Kostadinov—kK harman: 
Lyubomir Popoyv—Samokoy 
Lyudmil Mateey—Pernik 

Milko Cherney—V ratsa 

Milotin Beley—Pernik 

Mikhail Nikolov—Mudrevo 
Mikhail Petkov—Solia 

Nadya Ivanova—Ruse 

Nikola Nenoyv—Pleven 

Nikola Petroy—Ruse 

Nikolay Gankoyv— I royan 

Nikolay Drumey—V arna 

Nikolay Katsarski—Sucdinenie 
Ognyan Vlonov—\ ratsa 

Paskal Paskaley—Veliko Turnovo 
Petko Georgiey—Pomorie 

Petko Zakharievy—Dobrich 

Petko Rashkov—Panagy urishte 
Petur Agov—Veliko Turnovo 
Petur Vakov—Elena 

Petur Klisaroyv—Sliven 

Petur hoevy—Sotia 

Petur hornazhey—Sotia 

Petur Uzunov—Smolyan 

Sava Savov—Nova Zagora 
Simeon Simov—Pazardzhik 

Sotir Lerziey—Y ambo! 

Stanimir Mikhayloyv—Mikhaylovgrad 
Stefan Baey—Dobrich 

Stefan Berov—Ruse 

Stefan Zlatey—Sofia 

Stefan Neshey—Ruse 

Stefan Radoslavoy—Sofia 

Stoyan Obreshkov—Burgas 

lodor Balabanoyv—Shumen 

lodor Bratkov—Silistra 

lodor Mihalkov—Plovdiy 

lodor Todoroyv—Silisira 

Khenrikh Mikhaylov—Gotse Delche 
Khristo Avramoy—Gabrovo 
Khristo Dimiev—Pavliken: 
Khristo Spasunin— I eteven 
Isonka Benova—Oryakhovo 
Tsonyo Ll zunoyv—Y ambo! 
Chavdar I sinzov—Solia 

Yanko Ivanov—Blagocevgrad 
Yanko Stancheyv— Varna 
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Staff Membership 
YY] BAOUS44C Sotta SLOBODEN NAROD tn Bulgarian 


1p Y] p ] 


(Report: “First Meeting of the BSDP [Bulgarian Social 
Democratic Party] National Committee | 


[Text] On 30 March of this year, the first meeting of the 
Bulgarian Social Democratic Party [BSDP] National 
Committee, elected at the 38th Congress. took place with 
the tollowing 


Agenda 
|. Election ot the BSDP Executive Bureau 


Determination of the most urgent tasks of the Execu- 
tive Bureau of the BSDP 


3. Discussion of the future elections and organizational 
issues Of the party 


BSDP Executive Bureau \lembers 


Petur Dertliey—Chairman of the BSDP. elected at 
the 3&8th Congress 

Mikhail Petkov—Deputy Chairman and head of 
International Relations 

Grudy Panchey—Chiet Secretary. elected at the 38th 
C ongress 

Stefan Radoslavoyv—Secretary tor Organizational 
Issues and the BSDP Election Statt 

Stefan Zlatev—Secretary for Political and Labor 
L'nion Issue 

Petur Koev—Secretary for Economic and Social 
Policy 

Valentin Miadenov—Secretary tor Social 
cratic Theory and Ideological Education 

Anton Antonov—Secretary tor Strategic Prognosis 
and Analysis 

Petur Kornadzhiey—Head of the Legal Commission 

Aleksandur Chirkov—Head of the Health Care. 
Social Services, and Sports Commission 

Angel Akhryanov—Head of the Science. Art. and 
Culture Commission 

Grigor Shishkov—Head of the Ecology Policy Com- 
mission 

Vulkana Todorova—Head of the Agrarian Policy 
€ ommission 

Stefan Neshey 
mission 

Georgi Bakalov—Coordinator of the NK [National 
Committee] of the BSDP in the National KS [Coordina- 
tion Council] of ihe SDS [Union of Democratic Forces] 





| JeMo- 


Head of the Industrial Policy Com- 





Central ( ontrol and Auditing Commission 


Kiril Boey—C hairman 
Ivan Slavov—Secretary 
Vanusha Vulkova 
Venelin Ginchevy 
Darina Encheva 
Dimitur Isvetkov 
lliva Ivanov 
Konstantin Levkoy 
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Niladen Nikov 
Pen’o Pene 
Sonya Stoyanova 
Stefan Angeloy 
lakvor Vartanyan 
Khristo Burdzhiey 
Yuliya Spasova 


Analysis of ‘Right Wing’ of SDS 


YIBAOSO3ZA Sofia VEK 21 in Bulgarian 27 Mar ¥1 p 2 


[Article by Stefan Khadzhitodorov: “On the SDS [Union 
of Democratic Forces] and the Right Wing” ] 


(| Text} Ido not know why, but, for a long time, I have had 
the strange feeling that political life in Bulgaria is guided 
by some invisible force. Both the “blues” and, to a lesser 
extent, the “reds” make tremendous efforts to take steps 
in a determined direction, but, in the end, in most cases. 
they are unable to do so, and everything seems to be 
following a well-directed script. There are many exam- 
ples of this, the most striking of which is perhaps the 
formation of ‘he latest “government of hope.” The 
initial idea, supported by some parties and movements, 
was a government dominated by the SDS [Union ot 
Democratic Forces], but afterwards, during the conver- 
sations regarding its formation, the idea degenerated 
into the coalition government that Mr. Lukanovy 
dreamed of. Remembering similar examples, it 1s impos- 
sible not to ask some questions. Why are people not able 
to get rid of the intrusive feeling that whenever an 
agreement with the socialists-communists is near (and 
this 1s the way it almost always ends up), the BSP 
(Bulgarian Socialist Party] is always able io impose its 
will and point of view? Why does the SDS always allow 
itself to be led by events and not take steps in advance? 
Is this an opposition party or a passive observer? When 
it had the opportunity to head people's discontent and to 
have us actually say “Good-bye, communism!” by legal 
means, why was the SDS taken aback? Is there a reason 
tor those who say that the BS(K)P [Bulgarian Socialist 
(Communist) Party] has trained its own opposition in 
order to legitimize itself to the world as a separate party 
in a multiparty state? Did the SDS have grounds to 
declare itself practically the only opposition party in 
Bulgaria’ 


The questions | asked above are rhetorical. My answer to 
them is that quite a few people in the SDS, nurtured by 
the “highly humane” Marxism, whether consciously or 
not. carry out policy that is favorable, above all, to the 
BSP. The Socialists are highly skilled in diffusing the 
borderline between themselves and the opposition. And 
the SDS. instead of taking clearly opposite ideological 
and political positions, is becoming more and more 
“lett-oriented™ and, in many cases, facilitates the 
approximation of the two opposing formations 


\ natural solution to this, convement for the BSP 
situation, is the formation of a “right wing” of the SDS 
to counteract and balance the growing “left” tendency. 
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This “right wing” should necessarily seek partners out- 
side the SDS. as well. if only for the reason that there are 
not that many inside the SDS. In this way. we will 
increase the political space occupied by a cooperating 
Opposition. This wing Must become the center of gravity 
for all parties and movements with right neoliberal and 
neoconservative orientation. The future of such a wing 1s 
characterized by political clarity, and, precisely tor this 
reason. it will be capable of uniting the opposition for a 
long time. | am cons inced that, within such a wing. the 
number of the opposition’s gattes will be brought to a 


minimum. 


The SDS emerged and developed. above all, as an 
election coalition with the main goal of winning the 
elections. or. more precisely, of having the BSP lose the 


elections (with as greal a margin as possible) and otf 


subsequently bringing down the communist totalitarian 
structures. The question emerged: What happens next? 
Namely. this “right wing will be the guarantee that the 
svstem change will continue because only formations 
with right-w ing orientation are capable of true change 
Everything else will be only reformation of the existing 
system. without ensuring the unbridling of the energy of 
each individual. And only this energy can lead us out of 
the catastrophe. The rest will be unproductive orbiting 
around some social models ot market eCcOnNOMY (CW hich 
have already shown their unsuitability on the world 
scale) and around some democratic socialism. The goal 
of the BSP is to stomp along precisely this way because it 
guarantees it a relatively important role. That 1s why the 
BSP does everything possible to not only preserve the 
“left” tendencies in the SDS. but also to increase them. A 
“left” SDS is convenient tor the BSP because, in this 
wav. the BSP’s good future will be ensured. 


Really. what kind of things have happened to frustrate 
the establishment of a “right wing’? Either the question 
regarding unity within tne SDS 1s raised. or a problem IS 
presented that diverts attention to another direction and 
hampers the formation of such a wing. The nationalist 
card is well known. It has been played many times in the 
past and for all sorts of different reasons. Now there ts 
another. more interesting card that | am convinced will 
be played in all kinds of different versions at the time of 
the elections. This is the monarchist card. If a monar- 
chist coalition appears in the elections with a separate 
list. then the votes it receives will be votes of the 
oppositionally inclined electorate. and, consequently. 
the BSP will have the greatest advantage. In no way 
should this be allowed to become a trump card in the 
hands of the social communists. If it does become 
important, then it will be truly impossible tor the right- 
wing parties and movements to become united. And only 
a united and strong “right wing” could guarantee con- 
solidated opposition against the BSP because only 11 
could propose a true and sensible alternative to the 
“democratic socialism” fiction. Because, as always. the 
road away from the catastrophe 1s exactly the opposite of 
that proposed by the Socialists and their sympathizers 
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Democratic-Constitutional Party Supports 
Nlonarchy 

11° /605165091 Sofia BTA in English 1556 GM1 
l6 May ¥l1 


[Text] Sofia. May 16 (BTA}—De jure Bulgaria is sull a 
monarchy according to the Democrat-Constitutional 
Party. This torm of government should be restored de 
facto, il was stressed at today’s first news conference of 
the party 


The members of the party believe that the Grand 
National Assembly should repeal all political changes in 
the post-1944 period and restore Bulgaria’s first consti- 
tution, known as the Turnovo Constitution They insist 
that Simeon Coburg-Gotha should return to this country 
and that the monarchy be restored. 


According to them the 1946 referendum by which Bul- 
garia was proclaimed a republic was unlawtul and a new 
one should be held 


Role of Social Scientists, Opinion Analysts 
YIBAOSO4A Softa VEK 21 in Bulgarian 27 Mar Yl p 4 


[Article by Vyara Gnacheva, M.A. in sociology: “The 
i \pert Died. | ong Live the Expert!” 


[Text] Social sciences claim to be able to innovate 
society. Their justification ts self-criticism: they have the 
right and the duty to question themselves. We are now 
witnesses to the simultaneous growth of both claims and 
self-criticism of the science. It is not only scientific 
theories that are subjected to review but also entire 
scientific fields, as. for example. scientific communism 


The simultaneous escalation of the claims and self- 
criticism of science (some define scientists as “those who 
Set fire to their own fire department’) 1s a result of being 
oppressed for a long time in totalitarian societies of the 
socialist type. It 1s a fact that social sciences there were 
transformed into means of authority, into means to 
justify authority, and into an instrument for imple- 
menting party policy. “Compensation” for this was the 
pressure exerted over the science, carried out brutally as 
well as indirectly under the form of pressure toward 
self-constraint. Scientists’ self-censorship, | think, was 
more terrible, more massive, and with more disastrous 
consequences than censorship itself 


The Expert Before 


What opportunities did an empirical researcher of 
society, for example, have under socialism? In other 
words, what could an observer of the natural state of an 
artificial society see? 


It was impossible to refuse state and party orders for 
empirical sociological studies. The scientist could see 
only what he was supposed to see. What he was supposed 
to see was decided by the party-state 
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It was impossible to carry Out empirical studies on taboo 
topics: suicides, drug addiction, ethnic problems. If such 
Studies were done occasionally, they became secret o1 
remained for official use. Stated another way: The rose- 
colored light was required;, various degrees of shade 
were locked up. 


What was permitted were empirical sociological studies 
(ESI) that were edited and weil coordinated with the 
requirements of the order given. From such studies, one 
could learn that the creative-activities curve in Bulgaria 
resembles the creative-activities Curve in Japan, and that 
the Movement for TNTM [Youth Technical and Scien- 
tific Creativity} carries out its functions in a much more 
intensive and organized manner than the Hatsum: 
Kyukai Institute for Inventions and Innovations in 
Japan. 


Just so they do not die of suffocation, researchers were 
allowed to conduct studies on noncritical issues that 
were not so important from a sociopolitical point of 
view. | now think that it would have been interesting to 
observe from outside these researchers inoffensively 
scratching the surface of reality 


Not in the least, scientific talsifications and deceptions 
were made up to conform with the interests of the 
party-state. Deceptions regarding the Chernoby! acc- 
dent, Our nation’s economic prosperity, and environ- 
mental cleanliness of some regions of the country were 
substantiated with numbers and by scientists 


The enumerated opportunities describe everyday life of 
empirical science in our country during the times of 
totalitarianism. Admitting them is part of the self- 
criticism reflex, a means for a new treatment of society's 
problems and science’s problems.... Without denying 
true scientific accomplishments, unfortunately. | cannot 
ascertain that science was unproductive wherever ideol- 
Ogization spread. With few exceptions, the expert 
“thrived” as a pseudoexpert. Joining party and scientific 
careers ensured him fertile ground 


The Expert Now 


During the Middle Ages. important decisions were 
related to omens. Under socialism, sci ‘nce was relied 
upon. The science tnat was followed and praised was 
found in the basis of party concepts and considerations: 
it was biased scrence—that is, pseudoscience replaced 
omens.... 


Does the danger of being dragged once again into manip- 
ulation through science not even exist today, during the 
transition from a totalitarian to a democratic society” Is 
the empirical knowledge we get from scientific studies 
sufficiently objective for us to direct our society's activ- 
ities? 


Let us take as an example public opinion studies for the 
VNS [Grand National Assembly] elections. Results from 
similar studies were offered by the National Center for 
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Public Opinion Research (NTsIOM), the Center tor the 
Study of Democracy. and other protessional as well as 


amateur research groups 


The results of the NTsIOM studies. for example. were 
dragged into political maneuvers even betore the elec- 
tions (regardless of the authors’ consent or lack of 
consent). In spite of the authors’ intentions to present 
their Gwn comments on the data, someone else’s edito- 
rial comments appeared on the pages of the DU MA daily 
with the title: “44.4 Percent of All Bulganans Would 
Vote Today tor the BSP [Bulgarian Socialist Party]” (14 
May 1990). | heard that the research group had protested 
against the manipulated presentation of the results, but, 
besides me and some other tnterested people, no one has 
an idea about the existence of such a protest. Why 1s 11 
important to know this’ 


It is Known that similar studies have some probability 
nature. They allow tor a determined percentage of error 
Under the conditions betore the elections, the atmo- 
sphere of fear and mistrust planied by the 40-vear-long 
uneventful rule of the Communist Party strongly 
affected the results. In principle. the results can be 
attected by the instability of public opinion and the tact 
that an inquiry 1s made regarding hypothetical behavior, 
regarding values... It is also Known that the same people 
questioned about the same circumstances by rule give 
different answers depending on where and by whom the 
inquiry 1s conducted. In this case, 1t was conducted tn the 
home of the person polled. In general, there were theo- 
retical as well as situational tactors that contributed to 
the conditionality of the obtained data and the increase 


of errors and deviations in them 


All this complexity of the results’ conditionality was 
either not mentioned by the authors or was at least 
vetled. The unofficial explanation | heard was: The users 
of the ¢ laymen. and the probability 
nature of the data cannot be explained to them 


information afr 


However. | interpret the above in a difterent way: Every 
comment by the authors regarding the reliability of the 
Study 
have cast doubt about the value of the obtained results. 
The professional motives tor keeping quiet are explain- 
able. but it is also clear that this had political conse- 
quences that were much more serious than the publi- 
cizing of the hypothetical probability nature would have 
been. In this case. keeping quiet favored the BSP’s 
preelection campaign. By “quoting” public opinion (no 
distinction was made between stated and actual behav- 
ior), ts [public opinion’s} formation and organization 
was supported in favor of the BSP. It seems to me that 
similar sociological studies can give an example of “the 
seli-realization of expectations.” By making sufficient 
noise, they make impressions that tmplement them- 
selves. Without being able to prove it, it seems to me that 
here we have “Matthew's effect”: “For whosoever hatP, 
to him shall be given. and he shall have more abundance, 
but whosoever hath not. trom him shall be taken away 
even that he hath’ —that ts. 1n a preelection campaign, 


regarding possible omissions and errors, would 








. . + j . } i‘ sas > 7. 

the advantage of the probable winner 1s increased by 
announcing t a SuBBeSTIDIC POSTSOCIALISI 
society such as ours, the tormula “every bit of intorma- 


lion is possible manipulation” applies 


Along with the NTSIOM studies, there were studies that 
opposition press. They 


ted success tor the SDS 


[Union of Democratic Forces} in the elections. This was 


re hiched hy 1 re vePrced 
Were pubdiisned DV inc reversed 


the political prognosis and predic 


a paradox. The question is whether it Was a parado\ ol 


public Opinion oF OF IS empirical Studies 
} ’ oh; _ , . . ast al aa 
| think that public opinion ts so rich and dynamic. so 
TY? } 7 . .>re j r) i ry l, ‘TY? ry? r shia ry 
muitiavered and poivsemantic S possiDdie In 
9 . oo ’ fom i. 4 MeN - r\ i+ 
soOMe cases to tind two bodies of even contradictory data 


sid e . st _ rp ) 1 saath . ' . 
that would express it. The reason is within the hidden 


» 


Sites and prejudices of 


reality and 


trequently subconscious, preregu! 


empirical studies. Usually they rediscover 
Structure it according to preconceived notions. How else 
can we explain the tact that the BZNS [Bulgarian 
National Agranan Union] received a low number of 
votes unpredicted by sociological studies, while the DPS 


[Movement for Rights and Freedoms received an 


ono 
ong 
—_ 


7 , > . to .oO .T>)> . ‘? ‘ * b om ce lL, . 
unpredicted high one, except that it so happened that the 
resea;re hers did not ervipect t and nencee, could nol 


predict it 


gnoses made by the National 
.r .y r Pishl minron Receare) , , ral r ve. 
Center tor Public Opinion Research, in general, turned 


out to be close to what really happened. But how can we 


re’ 


We cannot deny that the progn 


explain the existence of differences of opinion among 


SOCLOLORISIS and the existence ft contradictory prog- 
noses, when all researchers claimed to have obtained 


objective knowledge 


The answet tL Seems to c S hiddel 


overlooked law CONSE 


I he he ine Se ‘ Je itica 


. ; rohny j ' 9 +h, or. _r } 
quenees OF a technical Questi ne ereatel he propda- 
+} ho a _ ; ; ben ae lano the 
bility tor the experts to become polarized along. the 
existing political ling Dorothy Nelkin 


It seems that this law is wondertull\ appricabdle toem 
cal sociological Studies Of public Opinion 


when dealing with delicate political questions 


This is why puDlication of the methods used by similar 
Studies and access to “raw” data are an absolute must 


The Opposite would impede the development of scien- 


tific discussion and give politicians the opportunity to go 


b . +,,] ; _— > | tem . . . 
1 doubttul, trom a scientific point of view. studies 


The Expert of Tomorrow 


The true social scrences Scholar must prevent those who 


use his work trom reaching two extremes: believing him 


too much and not believing him enough. He needs the 
first so that he can remain a scholar and not become a 


messiah or a political leader. and he needs the second so 
that he does not starve to death. When the 


the courage to tind a balance between these 


scholar gets 
[WO DOSS! 

‘ = ’ 
bilities, he will stop flirting with scientific truth and will 


That possibly 


earn the intormed trust of the “public 


will be the end of the expert myth. The compensation 


POLITICAL 


JPRS-EER-91-068 
20 May 1991 


The end of the expert myth 


will be proot of the democratic tunctioning of society 


however, will be deserved 


Note: | am gratetul to the colleagues and triends | 
consulted in writing this article. Their expertise softened 
the extreme elements of the thesis, but I do not think 
j 


aisproved il 


HUNGARY 


Anarchists, Libertarian Groups Emerge 
YIC HOSS A Budapest MAGYAR NARANCS 
n Hungarian 21 Feb Yl p 4 


[Article by Laszlo Seres: “Anarchists in Hungary "| 


> ? 


[Text] Perhaps no one knows the exact address of the 
foreign missions in Budapest better than the Budapest- 
based anarchist groups who have been intermittently 
protesting against them tor the past two years. Most 
recently they were seen camped out in front of the Iraq 
and American Embassies. and earlier, in front of the 
German, Romanian, Chinese, Soviet, Canadian, and 
French Embassies, calling attention to the Gulf war, the 
bloodshed in Tianamen Square, NATO's atrocities 
against the Innu Indians, the brutal treatment of squat- 
ters in Berlin, and protesting against the nuclear arms 
race between the superpowers. In addition, more and 
more flyers. stickers and graffiti are popping up every- 
where, reminding us that anarchism 1s “alive and well” 
in the popular subculture 


The reviews published in VILAGOSSAG and VAL- 
OSAG. written mostly by Andras Bozoki and Miklos 
Sukosd, and the publication in Hungary of the works of 
Mikhail Bakunin, clearly illustrate the taboolike nature 
of anarchism. Even more important, however, 1s the tact 
that with the help of these articles and books. the 
interested public, which by some miracle has kept an 
open mind. has been able to familiarize itself with the 
essential elements of this concept. However, for the 
intelligentsia which has studied and espoused the anar- 
chist spirit, it has taken years to move beyond the 
boundaries of academia. Perhaps one of the last man- 
testations of these liberal party-state boundaries was the 
1886 conference on anarchism, organized by the Polit- 
ical Science Society and attended by a capacity crowd 

During the period of political transition lengthy debates 
surtaced tn the press about democracy and autonomy 
and it was around this time (in the tall of 1988) that a tew 
philosophy students, meeting in the Brass Rooster res- 
taurant, decided to form an anarchist political organiza- 
tion under the name Autonomy Group. For it was the 
concept of autonomy which they thought was the most 
suitable for describing the quintessential element ot 
anarchism, 1.e., the complete self-determination of indi- 
viduals and communities. At the same time they also felt 
that for the moment many people may feel threatened by 
a political group that conjures images of chaos and 


terrorism 
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The establishment of the Autonomy Group has marked 
the first time since |91¥ that a libertarian organization 
has come into being in Hungary. Virtually at the same 
time, the SZDSZ [Alliance of Free Democrats] vouth in 
Nyiregyhaza established the Kep-Mas | Alternate Pic- 
ture] Circle which, in a manner that 1s practically unique 


. gh. , ca : » Alor ' » |} . ly > . r , 
in ine WOTid, laS blended inc Dasic \ adiucs Ol anarcnism 


oa 
with the traditions of libertananism. Some FIDESZ 
Federation ot Young Democrats] associates of 


> ; . ; +? ’ 
Wn" ry> t Td rT? r > TT. rv rere? , - rry ar ry rc ? 
Autonom\ bit GAS nave alien pied a OTT an al archist 


_ thoy: sr nier thea - r ae mY >» he or; 
group Ol Sea8 r Own unde ine 1a ne I 2 < The group 
} ~ i}. } > > > >t. —s " } — " 
has never really become operational, as with the passing 
. . } + > , ~ *. . . ] 
, 7 ‘ j - / ’ r ‘ 
OF time hopes oO 1 FIDESz functioning aS a loose 


ry arat: ~ ot 3 . dase » . aa } aata . 
federation of independent groups led not by a leadership 


} ’ hh, t. -\ + ort > sexo ett +} 
Dut Dy a temporary Steering committee. tasked with 
| r , t% , ? ? ‘rr? + > / to 4 r , 
coordinating functions, have dissipated (if | am no 


mistaken, the Radical Faction and today’s Activist group 
tormed by FIDESZ members have had similar ideas) 
The anarchists were prepared neither to accept. nor to 
upset the liberal consensus prevailing within FIDESZ. At 
the same time, Autonomy became a little better known, 
and more and more people began to attend the Eotvos 


lhooh* tt + * _s. sr) tolled emepet . = 
( ud S$ Often chaotic and SyUuadddie- rei Neel ines The 


' 


; . , 4 > 4 " , lio > r 
Autonomy Group organized evening lectures on Russian 


: , 
anarchism, commemorations of 1956, lawless days 
(during the transitional period Delween governments). it 


P } hod , ; saath " b, * + > > . + + 

estadiisned contactS with anarchist MOVEMENLS OFT TOUT 
rats * —_— . hs *? > ; scoff i. Par 

continentS; and US membDers atlended [ast vears anar- 


Crist WO id CONTETENCE n Ti CSU Gradually lOwW!VEOT 


personal differences within the group became irreconcil- 

able, and political views grew increasingly more diverse 
‘ : 

Consequently, in the spring of 1990 the group decided to 

disband, with the successor groups agreeing to keep in 

Increasingis intens VA \ mtact \ in me anotner and | ) 

eventually form an anarchist federation 

Still during the summ Inree Success rganizations 


membDers wanted to se up tne \ AULONOMOUS CUl- 
tural cente n a building t b ccupied as so is 
: 
DOSS ) if . CEO) } ’ onn Ma Pr tect Nn lL eague 
\\ a cn i SO CADC! me I ne \\ tn tf + el L «i SC i 
training. combines the tradition of anarchism with the 
experiences Of new social Movements (the Greens, fem 
iInism It will soon publish its own paper. the A 


ANARCHISTA UJSAG 


What do the anarchists really want’? The basic tenets of 


their nh) rah ; + _ +. rr) 9 ~t + 1.¢bareant 
LMCIT | OSOD , oO ( a iv Oo te ent 


; i+ ‘+4 . . +4 1) Basar } . 
- -t nd ait TOTMS OF GommMNance al a al vicrarchies, as no 
’ ; 
r) th shyt . . __ . 
) iS \ — CACTCISE DOW, We } CT pcop \ 
. . : . 
= The Nest government < ne that does not PON ern 
> . 4. > : +} . . sy 
H.D. Thoreau). So dismantle the rulers’ primary 
, 

» , , > ; > : 
ri ans ‘) \ CNC ne Slale 
» +} , 

Fr 4 + ~> ‘; ’ , ; ; t.> tr. ’ ' . sth 44» r) 
Rep ace ine cen d CU Sidte § UCLUTeE Wit a UIC L 
ralizved ; (roan no ’ ' rm hy » tr ry 

Cu, M =( Rc i tik SORTOCLYS ‘ LL « Aner 
> i, ’ ir ?rwsar . ; . 
ederation) of volunteer associations 
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—Place state and capitalist-owned factories, producers- 
cooperative controlled companies, etc., into the hands 
ot workers and communities, and “manage” them 5b) 
way of worker self-government 


—Nonviolence is not only a goal, but also a means tor 
the anarchists, because according to their philosophy 
the methods and forms of their organization must 
reflect a free, nonviolent and noncontrolled mode! ot 


sociely 


Anarchism will never evolve into a2 mass Movement in 
Hungary: this we can already predict. But 11 ts also like 
that as our social crisis Continues to deepen, many w 
feel a growing need for a radically more democratic, treer 
and more humane alternative than what our new ci 
democracy 1s able to offer. It 1s already apparent that the 
new social order 1s not Only unable to provide its citizens 
with the basic necessities of life, but it also cannot ensure 
greater freedom for individuals, communities and 
minorities. Incidentally, according to the anarchists, this 
IS NOt surprising. Freedom 1s not provided by the state 

iS Something to be taken away from the state 


Obviously this system will eventually also produce its 
own extraparliamentary. antisystem opposition. If the 


, 


anarchists are even a little smart in building up ther 
modest movement, perhaps they can lay the foundation 
of a future radical-democratic. self-governing move 
ment, which besides nice theornes can also offer specitic 
economic and political solutions to the crisis. (This. of 
course, does not mean that the anarchists aim 1s to build 
their free society by excluding or especially working 
against others.) Spreading the idea of individual and 
communal autonomy and free self-determination would 
be all the more important tn light of the real danger that 
(extreme) rightwing populist demagogues might profi 
trom the social discontent sown by deteriorating ec 
nomic conditions. We could very quickly disappear 
system not rooted in freedom 


Former Intelligence Officer Criticizes Changes 
41C HO4ASSE Budapest TALLOZO in Hungaria 


, ¥ , <72 
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[Interview with unnamed ex-intelligence officer by 
Ferenc J. Horvath: place and date not 

trom SZABADSAG ot 8 March 199 
Wanted as Intelligence Officers” ] 


Text} The former intelligence officer, an active man 
approaching 50 and boasting two diplomas, came to the 
meeting with a small folder in his hand. In the file were 
newspaper clippings, articles about the reorganization ot 
the Hungarian intelligence services and ministerial state- 
ments. On the margins of the news articles, short hand- 
written comments, such as, “What about protessiona! 


competence?” “Shameful he!” and “Double-talk 


My informant insisted that I keep his name secret 
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nt nce +} } ~L4 > . ; 
I s** -* ( tt 1cer] Not inat | wouid teil vou anything 
: hh 13 hatar ’ = — 
ror WRIC | couid tater De at eld account able . Dut they do 
have ways to “tr” you, 


and | am just not prepared to 
p with the harassment. In a speech last Septemb 
s 


pul uf 
Mur r Boross ominously warned us to be careful 
because we were Carriers of secrets. and even though we 


re still boun - by our oath: 
| data pertainin 
service 


had been dismissed we we 


MOreAvLer ha 4 4 Jo 
IVIL Ci. 1h QU. 


even 
of people separated from constitut oer 
The problem iS that since then, virtually everything has 
already been written up in the papers: the leaders them- 


es have been talking about people who have been 
be quoting data that the 


Please outline for us in a littl deta! 
want to talk to SZABADSAG about 


vou 


er] | want to talk about the gove 


ss . 
ment’s failure to treat us with at least a minimum 
wr , ; re ~~ , " } > } . ; > 
amount of respect. At first they had told us that the 
ntelligence section, 1.e., the epee Otfice. would 


as in ¢ field. 
the numoDer one considerati on Yer thes 


in both services anyway 


expertise was 
went ahead 


The have 


fact \ Our news 


nave received a 


ae! a well-known 


lic Op! 


IS alr 
that pu 


Horvath 


CLIDS 2ISO Prov nion must 


great deal of ‘inform ation about the facts you have 
Ment oneacs 
.\ 
Intelligence Officer] That may be true, but many things 
iPn + } or t | " ss? + . re 1? sno . rey 
have Ol Deen ta ked about acts are Still de ng covered 


For 
LP mare ' | ' , 1,+ ne >! 
have made it sound as if only unqualified personnel and 


onaries have been removed. They 


continue to be misied example. thes 


party t rel 


ul 
al med t ti hat 


have ¢ ractuuon would help modernize the 
country’s eudkoran security. In tact, however, they 
have removed, or forced into retirement some of thet 
best qua experts, and by doing so they have actually 
made our country more vulnerable to foreign intelli- 
gence. It was particularly insulting to hear Mr. Boross 


minister Ss chair had worked 


us about the impor- 


who prior t& ) takin g over the 


ndust lecture 


tance | petieeasmal compet ence while his real and 
verriding consideration was party politics. The same 
n lds true for minister without portfolio Andras \al- 
szecsv. who has assumed contro! over the two services 


this simply be a 


Intelligence Officer] Mr. Galszecsy has never spoken a 


word to me. How does he know what my professional 


qualifications are? Besides holding a university degree, | 
have :mpeccable professional credentials and the most 
extensive experience. So | do not need to listen to insults 
trom the minister. How would he feel, 1f solely on the 


basis of hearsay. I started spreading the rumor that he 
had gotten the position only because he comes trom a 


thousand acres” 


indowner family of a 
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Horvath] I think we can dispense with hearsay. Besides 
t | reca correctly. early last N moder t WwW ine 
counterintelligence people. followed at the end of the 
montn DV diSmiuSSed intelirg-nce Iricers, WRO were pro- 
testing in the presS against he ssertion that officers 
WW Te De Ing rer x ,ed DE CAUSE tne , acKked tne NECRSSAa ‘ 
Qua ficat ms CCd ines ta ed to measu uD } 
‘rtain moral and disciplinary Standards 

nte PEeNce \ tticer Not a a a I tnat s true Ll A 
our profession has also had its share of carrier Seekers 
people who only pledged the valties to the form 
political SvStem DecauSe they feit SO cOompelied H 
eve4r a greal many OT US WEIL s NCere O«< ~~: CTs n tne 
communist form of socrety. Needless to say { was nol 
tne peop! > mn the former Category who were Sent on the 
way first. And although I am still in search of work, | 
would be prepared to put this unjust and vile treatment 
behind me. The reason why | have asked for this inter- 


, 4 ay » | ‘ . , ~~ >F r v.> o> 
\ e “ > DECaAuse i Was Geep » d Ze “— 
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Mr. Ga 
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ECSV § 


minister § Statement 

ntelliagence Otticer] Several things. First of all, what he 
said about the services finally being able to work within 
tne iw Te me Vi we ey CT not v ) A “ thin tne a “ O% 
doing our duty in the service of our country? In our 
profess ym. the mora eal ‘ments and working ¢ Ndi- 
, Ons W re ta we re Str CI tna > tne were nr C \ an te 
Then he said. and | quote we aave ONIV Gismissed 8 
people. several others lett voluntanly. Many of them 
were first- rate professionals, whose Services we COUId 
certainly use, Dut they have found the opportunities in 
tne C \ an A rf Gg 7 an rv re itt active 

Horvath} De think that the minister's expressions 
of regret were perhaps tess than 

Int gence Office That ws exactly what I think. Mr 
als SV 1S, tO put It Mildly, a Avpocrite To claim that 
Several Mundred peopie Nave tell volunta©ris The 
should not have created a situation which even the 
most f en ' Quad tied WOTL rorced to conciude thal ne 
hest th ne wou da he ' eave In an itm sphere + d Str <t 
and denunciations it did not iA pe . ne t La \ 
that In\ refere nce De tise was niv asm KE screen 
Hq r W Q u dismissed x did vou leave volun 
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[Intelligence Officer] Not at all. What he ts really saying 
is that there was no other choice but to do what was 
done. Even at this price. The government and he, the 
minister, felt that there was a need to purge the services. 
[here was a need, alright, but it stemmed not from the 
national interest, but from party policy considerations. 
And no matter how much they talk about it, and how 
hard try to discredit the past, professional competence 1s 
sull not their number one consideration. They are 
flirting with the CIA, asking them for support, while 
insisting as good self-righteous Hungarians, that they 
would never enter into a relationship of subordination. 


Read this here; you can see for yourself what their idea of 


essential and strict criteria 1s 1n recruiting new personnel 
for our intelligence services... 


My informant points to one of the paragraphs in the 
ministerial interview: “We are looking for civilians who 
meet our stringent qualifications requirements and who 
have never been members of the party.” 


In other words, they are looking for amateurs with a 
certain level of education who have never belonged to 
the party. And when will these people become profes- 
sionals? According to intelligence experts, it takes 
approximately eight to 10 vears for an intelligence or 
counterintelligence officer to be trained, and to evolve 
into a full professional, not to mention the costs 
involved 


Former Communist Medgyessy Interviewed 


YIC HO4SSC Budapest TALLOZO in Hungarian 
IS Mar YI p SO] 


[Interview with Dr. Peter Medgyessy. former deputy prime 
minister, by Erno Hornok at the Fisherman’s Garden Res- 
taurant in Gyomaendrod on 4 March 1991: reprinted trom 
DEL-KELET of 7 March 1991: “Peter Medgyessy Is a 
Leftist at Heart. but He Is No God—He Respects Expertise 
and Character, His Former Colleague Kupa Is Not the Loyal 
Type: Bunglings of an Amateur Government’’—first para- 
graph 1s TALLOZO introduction} 


| fext] On 4 March, Dr. Peter Medgyessy was in Gyo- 
maendrod. He had dinner at the Fisherman's Garden 


restaurant with his host. Dr. Antal Csoma, president of 


the local Viharsarok Fisheries Producers Cooperative: 
afterwards he gave an interview to DEL-KELET. 


[Hornok] I have heard that you often come to Gomaen- 
drod. 


| Medgyessy] Indeed I have many ties of friendship with 
Bekes county. But beyond having official business here | 
also have good connections, for example, in Hajdu-Bihar 
and Gyor-Sopron counties. These encounters had started 
out as professional contacts, and later I became triends 
with many of these people. What I appreciate the most 1s 
that these friendly ties, which were formed earlier and 
continue to remain strong. 
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(Hornok] The last time we met you were still deputy 
Prime minister in the Nemeth government. Back then 
you were visibly troubled 


|Medgyessy] Look, managing the affairs of a country 
entails responsibilities. Many more than, for example, 
becoming involved in business. I do not envy the present 
government, the people who have accepted the job of a 
politician. | know very well for what my successors have 
volunteered. But as long as we are on the subject of 
criticism, | must tell you that I am dismayed by the 
amateurish manner in which important issues are 
addressed by this government. I respect expertise, which 
it seems to be lacking. The accomplishments of today’s 
amateur government fall far short of what it could have 
attained. The onset of political change has created 
Opportunities and the foundations of a market economy 
which, the legacies of the past notwithstanding, are a big 
sin not to take advantage of. 


{Hornok] This. despite the fact that the finance minister 
in this amateur government is one of your former 
employees, Mihaly Kupa.. 


|Medgyessy] Yes. | have noticed some changes recently. 
Mihaly Kupa. incidentally. 1s a professional, highly qual- 
ified person, who knows what he wants. If Kupa succeeds 
in Surrounding himself with a team of experts whom he 
can count on in carrying Out his vision, then there 1s hope 
for some notable changes in the economy. However, I 
would also add that while he is a solid expert, loyalty 1s 
not one of Mihaly Kupa’s strengths. In other words, he 1s 
too susceptible to the changing political winds. This in 
itself would not be a problem, but to me strong character 
IS also Very Important. 


[Hornok] When you were minister and deputy prime 
minister, did you serve as a Capable expert or as a loyal 
politician? 


|Medgyessy] My expertise was my strength. as I was 
never a professional politician. Nor have I ever aspired 
to become one. | was relying more on my practical 
experiences and good relationships which more or less 
enabled me to predict what the effects of my decisions 
would be. So, generally speaking. I believe | was making 
the right decisions. although no one 1s God with the 
foresight to predict the precise consequences of his 
actions. | would also like to point Out that from early was 
stressing the importance of a market economy. The 
regime at the time showed a great deal of tolerance 
toward my views as Il was Open to rational arguments. 
There were. of course. certain ideological boundaries, 
meaning that while the regime accepted my call for a 
funcuonal price and monetary system, it did not tolerate 
my call for a corresponding proprietary reform. 


{Hornok] Recently you seem to have completely with- 
drawn trom public life. 


[Medgvessy] Yes. the moment it became evident that the 
Left could not organize itself into a viable force in 
Hungary. I decided to quit politics altogether. I can say 
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this in good conscience because, although it is not 
fashionable these days, | continue to be a man of leftist 
sympathies, in search of some sense of social justice 


[Hornok] For what, specitically, are you searching? 


[Medgyessy] What I would like to see, more or less, 1s an 
effective and functioning economy which also addresses 
the needs of those on the edger Of sociels In other words, 
1 could best related to leftist ideals manifested in a 
Capitalist system. | reyect being called a former commu- 
nist leader, but I do feel a sense of affinity with the social 
democratic systems and socialist ideals of West Europe. 
[Hornok] Does this mean that your sympathies are with 
the Hungarian Socialist Party? 


[Medgyvessy] Interestingly. the Socialist Party feels dis- 
tant to me. This party has failed to reconcile itself with 
the past. and has been unable to clearly state what it 
really wants to do. From the point of view of economic 
policy, the program of the SZDSZ [Alliance of Free 
Democrats], and especially of its more leftwing faction, 
to me seems much more straightforward and easier to 
follow. In other words, | favor a kind of liberal leftwing 
Orientation which the policies of the SZDSZ does repre- 
sent. 


{Hornok] You are working as a bank manager 


[Medgyessy] Yes, lam the chairman and director general 
of Magyar Piebas. the Hungarian consulting firm of a 
French bank. This is an international and multinational 
bank, formed at the turn of the century with the merging 
of a French and a Dutch bank. | had no problem 
deciding whether or not to join them, even though I had 
received as many as four different offers. I had been 
invited by two French, one Austrian, and one American 
financial institution. To me the French bank’s offer 
seemed the most appealling since | already spoke French 
It is logical tor one to pick a job in an area where 
knowledge of the language is not a problem. Currently 
my focus is On promoting foreign investments in Hun- 
gary, and | am enjoying my work 


[Hornok] You sound like a contented man. Do you ever 
think about a political career any more? 


[Medgvessy] | am 48 years old, and if | my health holds 
up I still have many possibilities ahead cf me 


{Hornok] If the present government offered you a posi- 
tion having to do with economic policy. would you 
accept it? 


{[Medgyessy}] No, | would not. Primarily tor political 


reasons. The present. overly nationalistic political and 
economic course to me 1s Much too alien. Unfortunately 
today’s bunglings and amateurism has led us to the point 
where we may be losing the confidence of foreign inves 
tors, and allowing our opportunities to slip away. If I see 
a liberal, Europe-oriented political trend taking hold 
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which | find acceptable, then perhaps I will be happy to 
return, but | do not believe | have to worry about that for 
some time yel.... 


Torgyan Urges Drastic Political Measures 
YICHO4SSB Budapest TALLOZO in Hungarian 
15 Mar 91 p 487 


{Article by G.A, reprinted from VASARNAPI HIREK of 
10 March 1991: “Chaos of Changing Colors? Dr. Jozsef 
Torgyan: ‘I Take the Lead If | Have To} 


{Text} “Get him out of here! Down with him!” These 
were just some of the insults hurled at the speakers at 
yesterday's Smallholders function at the auditorium of 
the Physical Education Teachers’ College. Among the 
oldest of the more than 1,500 participants was 79- 
year-old Janos Csitari of Hered, interrupted only by the 
healthy swigs he was taking from a plastic demyohn 
between his legs to wash down the bacon he had eaten 
earlier. Otherwise he liked the “program,” after all, 
Jozsef Torgyan did demand that the 20 cadastral acres of 
land that was taken away from him, which the “rascals” 
in the parliament did not want to give back, be returned 
in full. But there was more to it than that.... 


It began ceremoniously, with recitations of poems 
(Endre Ady’s “March of Fire,” and Attila Jozsef's “And 
We Are Searching for the Truth”). After the singing of 
the national anthem, Ferenc Viragh, president of the 
urbanist branch of the Smallholders Party, talked about 
how they have succeeded in protecting their party from 
the danger of infiltration by elements of the intelligentsia 
infected by leftwing brainwashing, albeit at a price. Only 
now, in the middle of a chaos of changing colors 1s the 
Hungarian middle class beginning to see its real place 
and recognize the fact that the only way out of this chaos 
is to Strengthen the role of the Smallholders Party within 
the leadership. 


The Government Is Criminally Negligent 


The fiery words of parliamentary candidate Ferenc Bes- 
senye only fuelled the already heated atmosphere. “The 
Hungarian peasant was robbed of his land under bestial 
circumstances,” he said, “and until we return to him his 
historic rights, there can be no talk of real Hungary.” He, 
more or less, still spoke in support of the government: 
‘When a peasant plants a stake, I consider it an expres- 
sion of loyalty to the government and to life.” 


It was at this point that Jozsef Torgyan took the stage. In 
his two-hour presentation, titled ““A Way Out of Bank- 
ruptcy.” he spoke as an orator of universal vision, 
touching practically on everything, while stressing the 
significance of land reclamation which he described as a 
new conquest. He had the audience jeering the FIDESZ 
{Federation of Young Democrats] (which was obviously 
unmoved by the legacy of Trianon), and he also had 
them boo the other opposition parties; but his biggest 
success came when he attacked the government, 
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claiming that “it favored the persecutors over the perse- 
cuted,” and that “by binding them to the soil once again, 
it aims to turn the people into villeins.”” He said, among 
Other things that “the secret pact between the MDF 
{Hungarian Democratic Forum] and the SZDSZ [Aiii- 
ance of Free Democrats] has dug the grave of democ- 
racy,” accusing them of having committed a political 
crime by creating a self-governing system that has 
“breathed new life into the already fallen communist 
adversary.” 


“It is not our intent to hold all 800,000 communists 
responsible,” he added, “but neither are we overjoyed by 
the fact that so many have chosen to turn the other 
cheek.” Traitors! shouted many at this point. “Only 
those who have bankrupted the country are we charging 
with treason and exploitation,” he went on. Once again, 
he denounced the government for its “criminal negli- 
gence,” for having plunged the people into a “servitude 
of indebtedness,” by accumulating a mountain of debts 
without ever consulting them. 


“Lt Am Attacking in Defense of My Own Kind” 


He also talked about the world’s fair (supporting 11), 
import liberalization (opposing it), and the importance 
of creating a ministry of privatization, while strongly 
lashing out at the parliament. He said, “I have made a 
call here for the establishment of a committee in which 
the entire Hungarian nation can participate. And it 1s 
also trom this podium that I call on the honorable 
president of the republic to stand at the helm of this 
movement, because 1f he does not want to do so | will 
lead the struggle myself. In place of the present incom- 
petent government, let us set up a temporary national 
government, and prove to the world that this nation 1s 
the most talented nation of the world.” 


lo turther fan the emotions of those present, someone in 
a Bocskai uniform took the stage to recite a few verses 
from an irredentist poem (that included such lines as 
“How low has my fading race fallen”), setting the stage 
for Tibor Hornyak, who, outshouting even the loudest 


supporters, demanded that the Soviet Union repay all of 


Our Outstanding state debts. Geza Zsiros came through as 
a more sober-minded, but still radically antigovernment 
speaker. He was followed by Dr. Laszlo Nagy, who 
announced: “I have told the prime minister that if the 
parliament ratifies the draft compensation law, | as a 
practicing attorney wall be the first Hungarian to chal- 
lenge that law in an international court in defense of my 
own kind.” He went on to give the government some 
advice: “The Stalinist constitution must be suspended 
and those responsible must not be left off the hook!” He 
attacked Alajos Dornbach, who while touring in Aus- 
tralia as vice president of the Hungarian parliament, had 
the gall to state that Hungary had never had purely 
Hungarian-inhabited areas annexed from it. (* Traitor! 
Scum! Take a walk!” screamed many in response.) 
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They Are Preparing lo Adopt Antidemocratic Laws 


Sandor Racz’s indignant outcry at the end further fuelled 
people’s “enthusiasm”: “If the government is unable to 
lead, it should step aside. People who have torced their 
way into the Hungarian parliament, pushing us, simple 
workers aside, are preparing to draft antidemocratic 
laws.’ He noted with sadness that Jozsef Torgyan was 
waging a lonely struggle there for the Hungarian people 
(“Csurka 1s also with us,” echoed some encouragement 
from the audience). He said in closing that “we cannot 
trust Our representatives, but we can trust the Hungarian 
people.” 


Bursting with pride and satisfaction, the participants 
once again joined in the singing of the national anthem. 


Political Scandal at Central Mining Institute 
YICHO4#SSD Budapest TALLOZO in Hungarian 
15 Mar 91 p SO8 


{Article by Tibor Matrat: reprinted from ESTI HIRLAP 
of 6 March 1991: “Bitter Pill; Property Preservation or 
Hungarian Democratic Forum Cadre Politics?”] 


[Text] The tithe and conclusion of an anonymous letter 
serve almost as a frame for this puzzling story. “Cadre 
Policy MDF [Hungarian Democratic Forum] Style” 
alleges the highlighted headline, and the subtitle below it 
immediately puts the reader “in the middle of the 
picture’: “From Informer to Director General at the 
Central Mining Institute.” 


And the last sentence sheds light on the mystery: “As to 
the question of why the MDF-led Ministry of Industry 
and Trade likes this informer, and why all this hurry, the 
answer 1s simple, the person in question 1s a well-known 
MDF activist.” 


Disguised Study? 


According to the story, on instructions from Dr. Jeno 
Laszio, the ministry's state secretary, a scientific adviser 
by the name of Dr. Zsolt Kesseru, who had earlier been 
forced under pressure from employees to resign from his 
post as head of the institute’s water-inflow-prevention 
department, submitted a complaint, disguised as a study, 
against the leaders of the institute. He urged Dr. Jeno 
Laszlo to immediately remove those leaders, and to 
order a special investigation. On the orders of the state 
secretary, the ministry’s audit department launched a 
raidlike investigation at the institute. On 21 February, 
the institute’s appointed director general was summoned 
to the ministry, and by authority from the minister, Akos 
Peter Bod, was summarily dismissed, and was replaced 
by the person who had reported on him, Zsolt Kesseru. 
The appointment was made despite the fact that the 
instilute’s corporate organs and 175 employees had 
signed a letter demanding that the position of director be 
filled by way of open competition. 
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Things were happening so quickly that the former leader 
barely had time to initiate disciplinary action against 
Zsolt Kesseru. Gabor Szilagyi was called on to conduct 
the investigation, and ended up giving Zsolt Kesseru a 
verbal warning to adhere to institute regulations in the 
future. (At the time, of course, he could not have known 
that he was reprimanding his future director general.) 


Without All Cards on the Table 


| have copies of four pages from the official records, and 


the letter containing the following “sign-off” in place of 


a Signature: “Submitted anonymously for fear of retri- 


bution from top ministry officials by the employees of 


KBFI [Central Mining Institute]... | do not like anony- 
mous letters, especially the kind that claim to have the 
support of the employees of an enterprise. If 175 people 
were noi afraid to sign a petition, a demand to fill the job 
by competition, what are they afraid of now? Besides. a 
whole series of questions remain unanswered. No one 
knows, for example, what the conclusions of the minis- 
terial investigation were. Why did they dismiss the 
former director general? What were the data supplied to 
the ministry by Zsolt Kesseru, for which he was subse- 
quently subjected to disciplinary action? And in general. 
what kind of data can a firm possibly possess that does 
not concern the responsible ministry? 


After a few telephone calls the picture becomes even 
more hazy. I learned that Dr. Zsolt Kesseru had also 
signed the “petition” requesting appointment by compe- 
tition. (The writer of the letter, incidentally, did not have 
his facts correct: 196, not 175 signatures were on the 
letter of petition.) Since “one side.” the workers who had 
chosen to hide behind anonymity, has already spoken. 
and since we have been unable to get further information 
from them, we thought we should also hear what the 
other side has to say. State Secretary Dr. Jeno Laszlo 
agreed to talk with us, as did Dr. Zsolt Kesseru. the 
accused new director general. 


Irregularities Brought to the Surface 


The state secretary started out by asserting that there had 
been far more at stake than just the appointment of a 
new director general. The very existence of the Central 
Mining Institute had been in jeopardy. Dr. Zsolt Kesseru 
added that initially he had been surprised by his appoint- 
ment, but as soon as he was able to see the records. he 
understood everything. 


What the ministerial investigation had uncovered was 
the “advanced stages” of an attempt to preserve prop- 
erty. Some in management, including the chief accoun- 
tant and the firm’s lawyer, had not been aware of the 
existence of an illegal agreement, which other members 
of the enterprise's management had had good reason to 
keep secret from the ministry. The essence of that 
agreement may be summed up as follows: KBFI transfers 
to the KBFI Union, Ltd., exclusive rights to engage in the 
activities listed below. The fifth or sixth item on the list 
was mining research development (”). in other words. its 
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entire sphere of activity, complete with the following 
added stipulation: “including exclusive rights to all rel- 
evant patents belonging to KBFI.” The agreement also 
contains arrangements concerning suitable facilities and 
technologies, including the laboratories owned by the 
institute. In addition, there were several other partner- 
ships waiting to be formed. One had been intended to 
secure mining rights, even though it would have been 
illegal. They probably could not have begun mining 
themselves. but they could have sold those rights to 
interested foreigners for good money. Such minor infrac- 
tions, as allowing the wife of the business manager of one 
of the limited partnerships to serve on the audit board, 
are practically not even worth mentioning. 


According to the stale secretary's summary, there was no 
time to fill the director general's position by way of 
competition so they named Dr. Zsolt Kesseru to the 
helm of the institute. This internationally known expert 
will stay at that post only until he has put the house in 
order. At that point they will open up the job tor 
competition in which, backed by his education and 
experience in the field. Zsolt Kesseru will also partici- 
pate. probably with good chances. In the interim, the 
ministry has established an oversight committee to mon- 
itor the activities of the new director general. 


One of Dr. Zsolt Kesseru’s first official acts on Thursday 
will be to call a workers’ meeting where he will explain 
everything that has transpired. 


POLAND 


Solidarity National Commission Holds Congress 
YIEPO421A Krakow TYGODNIK MALOPOLSKA 
In Polish No 13. 31 Mar 91 pp 6- 7 


[Report on Third National Congress of delegates of the 
National Commission of Independent Self-Governing 
Trade Union (NSZZ) Solidarity held in Gdansk on 19-2] 
March 1991: “From the Trade Union Capital of Gdansk: 
Three Days of Hard Work” ] 


[Excerpts] 


19 March 1991—Position of the Presidium of the 
NSZZ Solidarity National Commission on 
Reprivatization 


NSZZ [Independent Self-Governing Trade Union] Soli- 
darity believes that reprivatization may be acceptable 
only to a limited extent. 


The Polish state 1s poor; its citizens are expected to make 
long-term sacrifices. It cannot afford to satisfy all claims 
and to right all wrongs wrought by fascists and commu- 
nists over the last 50 vears 


Reprivatization must be accompanied by guarantees for 
the emplovees of reprivatized enterprises. The extent of 
guarantees must be negotiated by NSZZ Solidarity. 
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20 March 1991—Meeting of the National Commission 


On 20 March, the first meeting of the National Commis- 
sion after the Third National Congress of Delegates was 
held. In the first segment of proceedings, changes were 
made in the structure and composition of the National 
Commission Presidium. 


The chairman of the National Commission proposed to 
expand the composition of the presidium to 20 people 
(19 members plus the chairman). The National Commis- 
sion adopted a pertinent resolution contirming these 
changes. According to M. Krzaklewski’s concept, the 
chairmen of the five largest regions remain in the pre- 
sidium (Slasko-Dabrowski—A. Pietrzyk. Lower Sile- 
sia—T. Wojcik, Mazowsze—M. Jankowski, Little 
Poland [Malopolska]—S. Jurczak, Gdansk—B. Boruse- 
wicz) and members of the presidium who placed them- 
Selves at the disposal of the chairman, W. Arkuszewski, 
P. Lis, and J. Palubicki. This issue was not discussed 
because the term of the union authorities had not yet run 
out, and a vote of no confidence had not been given to 
this presidium. In turn, Chairman M. Krzaklewski pro- 
posed to add the following persons: Longin Komolowski 
(Western Pomerania), Zbigniew Sieczkos (Rzeszow— 
legal affairs), Wojciech Lica (the Copper Basin), Jan 
Rulewski (Bydgoszcz), Waldemar Bartosz (Swi- 
etokrzyski [Region]), Stanislaw Marczuk (Bialystok), 
and individuals who would work in Gdansk on a perma- 
nent basis (1.e., at least three days a week), Stanislaw 
Weglarz (Central-Eastern Region—training), Eugeniusz 


Polmanski (Slasko-Dabrowski—foreign relations of 


regions, industries, and training courses), Wlodzimiers 
Wasinski (Lower Silesia—industries), Slawomir Roguck1 
(Chelm-secretary). J. Rulewski did not run for the pre- 
sidium. 


The results of the vote were (88 people voting): S. 
Weglarz—71, S. Rogucki—62, L. Komolowski—59, E. 
Polmanski—58, W. Bartosz—S55,. Z. Sieczkos—S2, W. 
Lica—45, S. Marczuk—42, and W. Wasinski—36. S. 
Marczuk and W. Wasinski were not elected to the 
presidium. 


After the Third Congress of Delegates, both deputy 
chairmen of the National Commission, L. Kaczynski 
and S. Jurczak, resigned. According to the concept of the 
National Commission chairman, new deputy chairmen 
will be elected at the next meeting of the National 
Commission. The presidium will nominate candidates 
for these positions. M. Krzaklewski made the reservation 
that one of the deputy chairmen should stay in Gdansk 
On a permanent basis, and should not combine this 
position with leading a regional board. 


In the following point on the agenda, W. Arkuszewsk1 
and M. Jankowski reviewed fact-finding negotiations 
with the government. The need to set up working groups 
handling the issues of the excess wage tax, privatization, 
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and unemployment was agreed upon during the negot- 
ations. E. Lewicka (Mazowsze) outlined a proposal of the 
Ministry of Labor and Social Policy regarding minimum 
wages. [passage Omitted] 


Subsequently, B. Borusewicz and K. Dowgillo reviewed 
the status of work by the Sejm commissions on the law 
on trade unions and employer unions. The reviewers, as 
well as the members of the National Commission, had 
many reservations concerning the proposed format of 
the law. J. Palubicki proposed to concentrate only on 
fundamental issues, i.e, bans on strikes and sanctions for 
hindering unionization and the operation of a trade 
union. The National Commission adopted a resolution 
on this matter. 


In the course of discussing the sociopolitical situation in 
the country, the National Commission familiarized itself 
with the position of the Boards of the Land of Lodz and 
the Carpathian Region which demand that the govern- 
ment administration take a resolute position on the 
tragic situation of employee families who shoulder most 
of the burden of the economic reform. This position 
paper also emphasized persisting resistance On the part 
of the people associated with the previous power appa- 
ratus who simply sabotage all changes in the administra- 
tion and in the economy. In the course of the discussion, 
the National Commission expressed its support for the 
above regional boards mounting protest actions to 
compel the implementation of decisions and arrange- 
ments which ensure the defense of the standard of living 
of employees and safeguard their rights in the course of 
ownership transformations. It was also deemed neces- 
sary to make general personnel changes in the control 
organs of the state which will restore confidence in its 
structures and the elementary feeling of social justice. 


Resolutions Adopted by the National Commission 


Resolution No. 103/91 


The NSZZ Solidarity National Commission resolves 
that the number of presidium members with the 
chairman will amount to 20. 


Resolution No. 104/91 


The NSZZ Solidarity National Commission does not 
consent to abandoning the guidelines for setting the 
minimum wage in effect to date, as proposed by the 
Ministry of Labor and Social Policy, and demands that it 
be established at a level of 650,000 zlotys in the second 
quarter of 1991. 


Resolution No. 105/91 


Resolution No. 105/91 on the issue of revising the 
amounts of statutory benefits. 


The wording of Chapter II, Point | of Resolution 1/89 of 
the National Executive Commission is revised to read: 


“Statutory benefits amount to: 
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a) 225,000—on the occasion of the birth of a child. 


b) 100,000—on the occasion of the death of a family 
member. 


c) 340,000—on the occasion of the death of a 
member of the union." 


The revised amounts of statutory benefits apply from | 
May 1991. 


Resolution No. 106/91 


Resolution No. 106/91 on the issue of compulsory 
unpaid leave. 


The NSZZ National Commission views with concern the 
practice of putting work forces on so-called unpaid leave 
which increasingly many enterprises resort to. 


These actions are a serious violation of employee rights 
because they run counter to the principle of employees 
seeking unpaid leave voluntarily. 


Enterprise commissions have a duty to see to it that the 
principle of voluntary leaves be upheld. 


Resolution No. 107/91 


The NSZZ Solidarity National Commission appeals to 
all deputies elected under the slogans of Solidarity and 
with Our support to submit a minority request on the 
issue Of not restricting the right to strike and of penalties 
for hindering unionization and hampering the operation 
of a union. 


We are in favor of Variant | of Article 21 of the law on 
collective disputes. 


We are also in favor of the following wording of Article 
36 of the law on trade unions: 


“Article 36.1. He who in conjunction with the position 
he holds, interferes with the setting up of a trade union 
organization in keeping with the law hampers carrying 
Out trade union activities in keeping with the provisions 
of the law, is subject to the penalty of arrest.” 


Resolution No. 108/91 


The National Commission authorizes the presidium to 
give its consent for a strike at Orbis Ltd. upon securing 
the resolutions of enterprise committees On this issue in 
individual units. 


21 March 1991 Communique of the NSZZ Solidarity 
National Commission 


A meeting of the Presidium of the National Commission 
was held in Gdansk on March 21. In the course of the 
proceedings, the responsibilities of the National Com- 
mission Presidium members were distributed. 


The following individuals are responsible for specific 
issues: economic policy—W. Arkuszewski, training—S. 
Weglarz, foreign affairs—B. Lis and E. Polmanski, legal 
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aftairs—Z. Sieczkos, treasurer—J. Palubicki, and secre- 
tary—S. Rogucki (acting press spokesman of the 
National Commission). 


A decision was made concerning the organizational 
structure of the administration of the National Commis- 
sion. In addition, the creation of teams for negotiations 
with the government on unemployment, privatization, 
the law on excess wage tax, and economic restructuring 
was discussed. These issues will be discussed at the 
forthcoming meeting of the National Commission. 


A resolution was adopted on appointing Grzegorz 
Kolasa (Slasko-Dabrowski Region) and Wojciech Lica 
(Copper Basin Region) to the Supreme Employment 
Council. 


The next meeting of the Presidium of the National 
Commission will be held on 4 April, and the meeting of 
the National Commission on 6 April. [signed] Slawomir 
Rogucki: Secretary of the National Commission Pre- 
sidium 


Local Self-Government: ‘Unfulfilled Hopes’ 


YIEP04254 Warsaw RZECZPOSPOLITA in Polish 
}2 Apr 91 p 3 


[Article by Barbara Zawadzka: “‘The Local Self- 
Government: Difficulties and Dangers” ’] 


[Text] Elections to the local self-government were pre- 
ceded by a propaganda campaign presenting them as a 
landmark event—the day after the elections we were to 
“wake up in a different Poland.” The hopes that had 
been aroused, however, were unfulfilled. Neither resi- 
dents nor their elected council representatives are in a 
position to improve upon the status quo regarding the 
satisfaction of urgent needs in the areas of housing 
construction, the equipping of the materials base of 
education, the health service (not to mention culture), 
and the expansion and repair of municipal engineering 
equipment and the like. This impossible situation ema- 
nates primarily from the lack of funds. Will things 
improve in 1991? There are also other dangers which 
emanate from the deficiencies of the laws on. self- 
government. 


Dangers in Sphere of Finance 


The local self-government organs, appointed in mid- 
1990, very often found the coffers empty in their cities 
and gminas. This was not due to the ill will of their 
predecessors. It was simply that the rampant inflation of 
the first six months of 1990 rapidly ate up the entire 
year’s profits and subsidies, and that the somewhat more 
affluent councils, which had available some surplus 
income beyond the expenses of the most indispensable 
outlays, were obliged to pay a portion of their earnings to 
the voivodship budgets as so-called shares (the per- 
centage of such councils on the national level was in the 
teens). In 1990 the activity of the self-governments was 
based upon the same financial principles as the activity 
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of the people's councils had been in the past. This year, 
however, the earnings structure of the people's councils 
will be based on a new law (which defines these princi- 
ples, however, only for the current year). 


What may be expected in this regard? 


The income of self-governments issuing from taxes 1s 
defined differently than income in the law on people's 
councils and it is difficult to compare these structures, 
since many changes have occurred in the lists of taxes 
subsidizing local budgets. Revenues from the wage tax, 
which formerly subsidized 85 percent of local budgets 
and which constituted one of the most important sources 


of their income, currently subsidize only 30 percent of 


self-government budgets. Practice shows how much 
income local budgets will receive from taxes. It also 
shows how punctually these revenues will flow into the 
gmina budgets, since these taxes will still be collected by 
the centralized service of the Ministry of Finance. Leg- 
islators are planning a countervailing subsidy for gminas 
as a typical situation; atypically, the gmina will not need 
a countervailing subsidy or the countervailing subsidy 
will be a general subsidy in a reduced amount. 


Gminas will receive a general subsidy and a counter- 
vailing subsidy which will be calculated for the first time 
according to objective criteria. This is of great impor- 
tance, since every gmina receives funds in proportion to 
its needs, although not necessarily unaffected by its 
lobbying ability. It 1s impossible to state without a 
simulated accounting what proportion of urgent munic- 
ipal needs these subsidies will meet. 


Gmina income will also be income from municipal 
Organizational units and income from municipal prop- 
erty. In the majority of cases, gminas have not yet come 
into the possession of municipal property; inventory is 
still been taken, especially in the cities. Gminas have 
come into the possession of store and services premises. 
These premises are still being rented to the person who 
pays the most, often without any conditions regarding 
the designation of the building and often without any 
correlation to social needs. Lands and land areas may be 
an additional source of income. But they should not 
count On income from municipal apartment complexes, 
from schools, health service or culture service facilities, 
Or municipal engineering enterprises. Thus, the typical 
components of municipal property do not increase 
gmina income to any significant degree. The potential 
for meeting local needs, and especially for embarking 
upon investments, even the most urgent ones, thus 
continues to be threatened. 


One factor in this area, however, is the initiative of 


councils and boards—whether they will be able to utilize 
their property to maximum effect and whether they will 


be able to bring about a reduction in the need of 
enterprises of the municipal economy for subsidies, if 


they can no longer bring 1n a profit. Economic activity, 


however, can become a promising potential source of 


gmina income. The law allows for such activity as 
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“extends beyond tasks of a public utilitarian nature” and 
it also creates such a possibility by giving the gmina legal 
Status. The gmina council may also secure credit and 
loans—true, short-term credit and loans which must be 
repaid in the same year and may not exceed a limited 
amount (in the first six months of the year up to eight 
percent of the total of planned gmina outlays). Ifa gmina 
is successful in accumulating funds for the startup of 
income economic activity, such activity may become an 
Opportunity for meeting needs in a somewhat broader 
area. 


At the same time that everything possible 1s being done 
to increase gmina income, careful observation must be 
made of the operation of the new gmina financing 
system. The fact that the law on financing was adopted 
for only a year creates Opportunities to making relatively 
rapid correctives in legislative procedure. 


Dangers in the Competencies Sphere 


Complaints about the competencies law, which defined 
too narrowly the competencies of the self-government, 
are universal. The authors of the self-government laws 
are already defining the competencies law as ““unsuccess- 
ful” and they agree that “self-governments have fewer 
powers than people’s councils” (J. Regulski). However, 
they consider this to be justified by the fact that self- 
governments “are not organs of state authority.” This ts 
a fallacious statement. Obviously, it is not the theoretical 
formula defining the character of local organs that 1s 
important, but their having powers sufficient to indepen- 
dently resolve and settle matters of local importance. At 
present, self-governments do not have enough of such 
powers and many matters of exclusively local impor- 
tance fall under regional competencies. Nor does the law 
provide for the possibility of the assumption by stronger 
self-governments of matters which are within the com- 
petency of regions or voivodship governors. The only 
field in which this is possible is education; in the case of 
a gmina’s assumption of the running of schools, the 
property components of schools are part of the store of 
municipal property. 


In practice not much remains to be done here. It 1s 
possible to assume the running of schools if the gmina 
has the personnel potential to do so; the funding for 
running schools should pass to the gmina from the 
voivodship budget (although this is not specified by the 
law). Practice also includes ensuring that the gmina 
really decides and conducts all those affairs that the 
competencies law recognizes as the gmina’s proper or 
delegated tasks. There may be a tendency for regions to 
concentrate in their hands the largest possible number of 
matters and competencies, not necessarily in accordance 
with the law. 


Changing the list of gmina competencies prescribed by 
the law, however, may bring about substantial improve- 
ment. When changes in the law occur, there will also be 
time to examine the need for the further existence of 
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regions. Thus, it is important to follow the practical 
actions of regions and to gather together their experi- 
ences. 


A critical examination of the competencies of gminas 
should be combined with the indispensable correctives 
to be made in the laws that serve as the basis for the 
competencies law. Specific actions and decisions which 
have been ascribed to a particular level of local authority 
by a given authority do not necessarily have to remain in 
the hands of this level of authority. At the same time, a 
change in the entire model of managing a given field of 
social life, whether with regard to health protection, fire 
protection or forest management, may become neces- 
sary. However, these are more complex and work- 
intensive legislative tasks. 


The Council and the Board 


In the system of people's councils, the very tense rela- 
tionship that existed between the council and its execu- 
tive organ, also the local organ of the state administra- 
tion—the manager and the voivodship governor—was of 
fundamental significance. These tensions and the signif- 
icance of the problem emanated from the fact that while 
the councils should be a local representative, expressing 
local interests, the executive organ (which is, at the same 
time, the organ of the state administration) was subject 
to the government (or a voivodship governor named by 
the premier)}—systemically, officially, and politically. 
Thus, each of these cogs of local authority represented 
different points of view and different interests. At 
present the executive organ of the self-government, the 
board, 1s appointed by the council, which ts its employer. 
Thus, the bases for conflict which formerly existed no 
longer exist. 


However, there are other conflicts—conflicts over the 
distribution of revenues for local matters, conflicts over 
who is to make specific decisions, and conflicts about the 
shape of these decisions. The current councils are gener- 
ally active and feel responsible for local affairs, but they 
lack experiences. Thus, it happens that a council feels 
responsible for literally every decision made in the 
gmina or city. And so conflicts arise from the fact that 
the council “enters into the competencies” of the board 
or the burgomaster, desiring to make executive decisions 
that undoubtedly fall within the sphere of activity of the 
burgomaster. This type of conflict has already occurred 
between the burgomaster and the board and councils in 
two Warsaw districts. The issue was the designation of 
each one of several thousand store premises. Sometimes 
the burgomaster wants to increase his competencies at 
the expense of the competencies of the council or he 
wants to force through a particular idea of his in oppo- 
sition to the council’s position, and this creates conflict. 


Thus, the principle of the distribution of competencies 
emanating from the law on local self-government must 
be clearly defined. At its sessions, the council should 
decide about the course of action to be taken to solve 
local problems and it should decide on matters of 
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Strategy, leaving it up to be burgomaster and board to 
decide on individual matters, according to the estab- 
lished courses of action. The council may verify (and 
Ought to verify) the activity of the burgomaster and the 
board—through its commissions and through coun- 
cilors’ interpellations, hearing the reports of the burgo- 
master and the board at its sessions. However, the 
council must allow the burgomaster and the board the 
possibility of operating independently regarding matters 
of an execulive nature, in conjunction with decisions 
they make of this nature. Otherwise things will not work, 
for the council that works only at its sessions and 
meetings is NOL in a position to decide upon and resolve 
every specific matter that reaches the burgomaster. 


At the same time, however, the council should not allow 
itself to be replaced in sectoral decisionmaking, for 
example, with regard to the principles of leasing utili- 
tarian facilities, the manner of combating local unem- 
ployment, and the making of investments. Such deci- 
sions must be made, since without them the council 
cannot conduct a cohesive policy, and they must be 
made by the council itself as the representative of the 
interests of residents. It is in the council forum that 
priority interests should be established and that con- 
flicting priorities should be worked out. 


Dangers in the Supervisory Sphere 


The voivodship governor, the chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, and the seymik exercise supervision over the 
activity of the self-government. Every council resolution 
is submitted to the voivodship governor. He then can 
repeal such a resolution or suspend its execution if he 
finds it to be in conflict with the law. With regard to 
delegated matters, the voivodship governor may also 
assess the manner of facilitating such matters and the 
advisability of the council’s decisions. Budget resolu- 
tions require advance notification of the regional 
accounting chamber (such chambers do not yet exist, 
making the system of supervision still incomplete). Res- 
olutions to change the designation of municipal property 
warehouses require seymik approval if the voivodship 
governor 1s opposed to such resolutions and if the gmina 
informs the seymik and the voivodship governor of its 
intention to enter into the union. The draft statute for a 
gmina numbering over 300,000 residents requires the 
approval of the chairman of the Council of Ministers. In 
the event of a repeat violation of laws or of the consti- 
tution by a gmina, the Seym, at the recommendation of 
the chairman of the Council of Ministers, may dissolve 
all its organs and may designate a person to perform the 
functions of these organs until new gmina council elec- 
tions are held. In the event of a “continuing lack of 
effectiveness in the performance of public tasks” which 
“offers no hope of immediate correction,” the chairman 
of the Council of Ministers may suspend the gmina 
organs and set up a commissariat board. Consequently, 
this 1s a far-reaching authorization of the supervisory 
organ linked to the supervisory organ’s assessment of not 
only compliance with the law but also the very content of 
gmina actions. The requirements for prior approval of 
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the content of resolutions, which moreover severely 
restrict council autonomy, also exceed the criterion of 
compliance with the law. The methods used by supervi- 
sory organs—the dissolution of gmina organs and the 
commiussariat board—are drastic. 


It is Only possible to moderate the legal structure of 
Supervision and eliminate those cases in which, despite 
the declaration of the law, supervision over gmina activ- 
ities in the area of its appropriate tasks concerns not only 
the legality of 1ts decisions but the very content of these 
decisions, by changing the system. Before this happens, 
the gmina organs may defend themselves against the 
turther diminution of their rights by being under super- 
vision, using an important defensive weapon handed to 
them by the law. Every decision of the supervisory organ 
that conflicts with the law may be appealed to the 
administrative court. If the voivodship governor assesses 
the content of the council’s decision on a matter that falls 
within the scope of the gmina’s own tasks. such a 
decision will also be contrary to the law. In cases where 
supervisory measures are taken because the operation of 
the self-government 1s ineffective, the validity of such an 
assessment may be the subject of the court battle. 


The Fate of Residential Self-Governments 


The laws contain a series of mutually contradictory 
provisions regarding residential self-government. How- 
ever, we may infer from them that new elections for 
village administrators and village administration coun- 
cils should be held, while in cities the gmina council 
determines the future fate of the self-government. In 
practice, municipal councils have generally dissolved 
housing community committees and they are taking 
Steps to create new ones made up of different people. 
Meanwhile, the self-government aktiv and its meager 
property 1s being disbursed. If self-government is reborn, 
the legal foundation for its operation will be only a 
gmina resolution, while the latest law on people’s coun- 
cils extensively regulated its rights and competencies. 
Thus, self-government will have recourse to the housing 
administration, the enterprises, and the institutions 
within its area, from a position that is considerably 
weaker than in the past. But even in the past, when the 
self-government operated on a legal foundation, its 
actions were frequently ineffectual. 


Meanwhile residential self-governments in villages and 
housing communities 1s a very important institution 
within the local self-governmental system. In rural areas. 
given the size of Polish gminas, which are sometimes 
composed of several dozen units, it 1s clearly indispens- 
able both for organizing the social activities of residents 
and tor auxthary administrative activities with which the 
village administrator 1s charged by the gmina organs. In 
rural areas, this self-government ts also credited with real 
achievements and it 1s unfortunate that its activity has 
been complicated by new regulations. But even in the 
city, where the housing community self-government. 
which emanates from the tradition of cooperative 
housing communities. was considerably more rarely 
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authentic and active, it 1S very necessary as an organizer 
of the social life of residents. The council is not in a 
position to perform this function in cities of average size, 
not to mention large cities. Thus, assistance must be 
granted to this self-government as it 1s being organized: 
above all, the council! resolution creating the residential 
self-government should take care to ensure its rights 
insofar as this is possible without a legal foundation. The 
self-governments must also be granted assistance in 
passing their own Statutes so as to create a proper 
organizational framework for their activity. On the other 
hand, a compromise solution would be to initially allow 
self-governments to be created only there where the 
Situation 1s ready for them, where residents really want 
them. To suitably amend the legal foundations for the 
operation of residential self-governments remains an 
issue for the future. 


The Sejmik 

Seymiks operate by law in all voivodships; gminas verify 
their operation. Seymiks are needed to settle matters that 
extend beyond the bound of individual gminas and 
cities, and to represent their common position before the 
voivodship governor. It 1s lamentable that they possess 
only advisory powers with regard to the voivodship 
governor, and that the status of the opinions of the 
seymik is not strengthened by any obligations of the 
voivodship governor. The issue for gmina representa- 
tives in a Seymik 1s to steer the work of the seymik so that 
it yields specific benefits to gminas and cities. This 1s 
contingent upon the seymik statute and upon its work 
plan. The statute, from which it is not possible to find 
out exactly which tasks the seymik sets for itself and why 
it exists, does not offer help for the seymik’s work. It is 
important to gather together the positive experiences of 
seymiks. It is also important for the work of self- 
governments as an argument in possible future efforts to 
expand the self-government’s powers legally or even to 
create a full self-government at the voivodship level. It 
would be good if the experiences of seymiks demon- 
strated that there are many matters at the voivodship 
level which may be resolved to advantage by the self- 
government of this level. 


The Council and the Board and Voters 


Thus far we have spoken of the rights and duties of the 
council and the board. Their activity is also regulated by 
laws. But the self-government is not only the council and 
the board. The self-government is the entire populace 
residing in a local unit which is organized in a manner 
defined in the law. The populace of the gmina or the city 
is entitled to municipal property and other self- 
governmental rights. and the council and the board 
merely execute them in the name of the populace. 


This is how it is in theory and in the laws. In actual 
practice the council very rarely refers to decisions made 
by the general populace of the gmina (through referen- 
dum), and it does so in cases of special importance. The 
general population elects the council and, practically 
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speaking, its participation in deciding on local matters 
ends there. Thus it 1s doubtful that residents have noted 
any sort of difference in their status as autonomous 
Subjects in transactions under the law by comparison 
with the period of people’s councils. when they did not 
possess this status. It 1s also doubtful that, given the lack 
of change in funding to meet local needs. they have 
observed any difference in the degree to which these 
needs are met. The councils are too tew in number for 
residents to respond to their activity, especially in large 


cities. Let us even suggest that in practice the activity of 


self-governments—yes, even the self-governmental con- 
sciousness, continue to be limited exclusively to the 
organs of self-government, the councils and boards. 


Including the broader population groups in the activity 
of self-governments is a difficult task, but it must be 
done so that the decisions of the organs of self- 
government are not at cross purposes with the needs and 
tastes of the broader groups of residents. It must be done 
in order for the self-government to gain social support 
tor its decisions and social cooperation to implement 
these decisions. And, finally, 1t must be done to deliver 
society from the frustrations to which people who are 
exclusively governed, who have no impact on the social 
conditions of their own lives, the conditions that shape 
their fate, are subject. Besides, this 1s a legal obligation. 
The law devotes only one article to the council member's 
duties to voters, but this article states that “the council 
member represents the voters, maintains a constant link 
with residents and with their organizations and hears out 
demands and communicates them to the gmina organs 
for examination.” This is the minimum for mutual 
contact. These forms of contact are used only by activists 
or by those who have some sort of matter of their own to 
be settled and so they look to the council member and 
the council. The residential self-government is a form 
which allows for the considerable expansion of mutual 
contact, this is yet another consideration which makes 
the rebuilding of the residential self-government worth- 
while to consider. In matters of special importance 
relative to the interests of residents it is possible to 
Organize a referendum, which the law allows for every 
important matter. 


Residents may likewise defend themselves before the 
organs of the self-government if these organs violate 
their rights 


Such situations will certainly be rare. However, the 
danger of alienating the organs of self-government from 
their own community through the lack of ties between 
the self-government and the community 1s real. 


Negotiations for More Border Crossings 
{0° /005131491 Warsaw RZECZPOSPOLITA in Polish 
6 May ¥1 pp 1-2 


[Article by Zbigniew Lentowicz: “Breakthrough in the 
South—Poland Without Borders”’} 
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[Text] There has been a breakthrough in the south. This 
is the impression that our Border Guard representatives 
got after the conclusion of the last round of negotiations 
on more border crossings between Poland and Czecho- 
Slovakia. Our southern neighbors who had hitherto 
steadfastly stuck to the principle of “the fewer, the 
better,” had altered their position 


“The talks were to the point and very constructive,” 
Stated Colonel Ryszard Dobrowolski, deputy com- 
mander of the Border Guards. It was accepted that there 
should be as many official border crossings as necessary 
In practice, this means changing the philosophy that 
previously held that [certain] border crossings were only 
available for citizens of socialist states. Beginning | May 
1991. with the exception of freight transit, everyone who 
may wish to travel southward can now also do so by 
using the following crossings: Zawidow-Habartice. 
Lubawka-Hralovec, Baboszow-Dolny: Lipka, Glu- 
cholazy-Mikulovice, and Pietrowice-Krnov (freight 
transit will have to continue using crossings in 
Jakuszyce, Kudowa, Chalupki, Cieszyn, Chyzny, Lysa 
Polana, and Barwinek). 


Our southern neighbors are clearly still astonished by the 
spectacular gesture made by most West European and 
Scandinavian countries to abolish visa requirements for 
Poles. They also seemed to accept the argument that the 
calamitous vision of Poles buying up everything in 
Czechoslovak stores, circulated mainly for propaganda 
purposes, is completely ridiculous. 


That is why the appropriate border security authorities 
and representatives of local authorities have been 
working On a project to Open more new border crossings 
between the two countries. This will no doubt receive 
more publicity during the official opening of the recently 
modernized road border crossing in Cieszyn, scheduled 
tor 19 May 199] 


If it were not for the aggressive behavior of German 
neo-Nazis, the fact of Poles traveling to the West would 
be completely uneventful. Records show that more Ger- 
mans visit Poland, than Poles visit Germany. Last 
Friday [3 May], 44.000 Germans entered Poland. On the 
same day, 30,000 Poles crossed the border traveling to 
Germany. On Saturday [4 May], 60.000 Germans came 
to Poland and 20,000 Poles traveled to Germany. 


Our Border Guard officials have highlighted the clear 
and blatant leniency shown by German forces of law and 
order in serious cases of aggression against Poles. They 
have shown that they are slow to intervene. On the 
border, | was told that there had been many such 
incidents. 


Colonel Ryszard Dobrowolski assured everyone that the 
Polish Border Guard remains in close contact with the 
local Polish police and is able to assure the safety of 
every foreign citizen who comes to Poland. “To this day, 
we have not had any incidents tn our border region 
involving attacks on German or other foreign tourists,” 
he stated 











JPRS-EER-91-068 
20 May 1991 


In the east, there has been no change. Border checks and 
controls on the Soviet side still take dozens of hours in 
conditions that flaunt all accepted standards. including 
that of hygiene. The border crossing at Hrebenne, in full 
operational readiness on the Polish side, 1s still closed. 
The Soviet side has not even bothered to start negotia- 
tions to facilitate the travel of its citizens who might wish 
to come to Poland and take part in the Papal visit. “We 
have unofficialy notified our eastern partners that 
Poland will not raise any formal objections in this 
respect. On the contrary, we are willing to admit all the 
faithful from the east who wish to participate in the 
religious ceremonies of the Papal visit at the beginning of 
June 1991.” stated Colonel Dobrowolski. 


ROMANIA 


Hungarian Minority Issues Protest Statements 


Roman's Sympathies Scored 


YIBAOSYSA Bucharest ROMANIAL MAGYAR SZO 
in Hungarian 29 Mar 91 p 1 


[Statement by leaders of the Democratic Association of 
Hungarians in Romania, RMDSZ: Laszlo Tokes. hon- 
orary chairman, Geza Szocs, senator and executive sec- 
retary; Representative Dr. Jozsef Csapo; Senator Lajos 
Demeny: and Representative Bela Nagy: issued in Nagy- 
varad [Oradea] on 16 March 1991, occasion unknown 
“Protest Statement”} 


[Text] We, the undersigned leaders of the Democratic 
Association of Hungarians in Romania gathered in 
Nagyvarad on the occasion of unveiling the statue of the 
revolutionary poet Sandor Petofi were saddened and 
amazed to learn that Prime Minister Petre Roman 
conveyed warm greetings to the weekly newspaper 
PHOENIX. With this gesture he let us know that he 
sympathized with the ultranationalist and chauvinist 
ideals propagated by PHOENIX. that he joined in con- 
tinuing the constant anti-Hungarian and antidemocratic 
campaign, and that he agreed to incite hatred and to 
Slander and discredit the political opposition. Character- 
istic Of this newspaper is the fact that on each and every 
page it instigates and incites discord, moreover encour- 
ages interethnic conflict and an aggressive tone of voice 
to be used by the darkest of forces, one that transgresses 
all boundaries and 1s set against the peaceful liberaliza- 
tion and democratization of the country. This is evi- 
denced by a call for action printed on page three of the 
Same issue to organize “national guard units.” This was 
based on an initiative that had its origin in Marosvasar- 
hely, encouraging the organization of paramilitary 
groups throughout Transylvania, calling upon Roma- 
nians beyond the Carpathian Mountains to fight. and 
alerting all Romanians to the imminent danger pre- 
sented by anti-Romanian Hungarian forces in Romania 
and abroad. 


Mr. Prime Minister, on 15 March, together with some of 
our Romanian brothers who resisted the lure of hate 
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propaganda, we celebrated the anniversary of the 1848 
revolution in a dignified manner, calmly and peacefully 
For the good of the country, and the peace of all of us, we 
pers:stently ask you to delimit yourself from extremist 
publications which push this country toward the abyss. 
and which barricade the road which leads toward the 
Europe of the third millennium 


Nagy varad, 16 March 1991 


Laszlo Tokes. RMDSZ [Democratic Association of Hun- 
ganians in Romania] honorary chairman; Geza Szocs, 
senator and RMDSZ executive secretary; Representative 
Dr. Jozset Csapo: Senator Lajos Demeny:. Representa- 
tive Bela Nagy 


L nity Party ‘Nationalism’ 
YIBAOSYSB Bucharest ROMANIAL MAGYAR SZO 


. 
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{Statement issued by National Presidium of the Demo- 
cratic Federation of Hungarians in Romania, RMDSZ: 
date, place, and occasion unknown: “Statement” | 


[Text] The 26 March 1991] issue ot ADEVARUL DEI 
CLUJ published a statement by the Romanian National 
Unity Party concerning the “resolution of the nationality 
issue” in Romania. The National Presidium of the 
RMDSZ [Democratic Federation of Hungarians in 
Romania] believes that both the contents and the ulti- 
matumlike tone of voice of this text render the framers ot 
the statement unworthy of discussing the merits of the 


issues raised 


The phenomenon itself. the fact that such an anti- 
Hungarian outburst took place. deserves attention. It 
goes to prove that ultranationalism 1s becoming acti- 
vated in Romania. The extreme nationalistic view of the 
Statement 1s clear, it expects to “resolve” the nationality 
issue by depriving Hungarians of Romania even of the 
rights they possess. According to the RNEP [Romanian 
National Unity Party] nationalities were not oppressed 
under the dictatorship, but were given privileges, and 
these privileges must be taken away. This attitude proves 
that the RNEP hatred exceeds the national hatred that 
became widespread under the Ceausescu system 


The RNEP’s nationalism is aggressive, it 1s not satisfied 
with making groundless charges which claim that the 
RMDSZ [Democratic Federation ot Hungarians in 
Romania] wants to tear out Transylvania trom Romania 
with the use of force. The RNEP’s nationalism takes the 
offensive, it projects the image of a future Romania in 
which minorities are unable to profess their national 
identities. The RNEP regards as privileges matters pro- 
vided for in the draft constitution, according to which 
selt-expressions of the identities of national minorities in 
the economic. political, and cultural fields must be 
guaranteed. By doing so, the statement obviously con- 
tradicts the Gvulatehervar Determination of | 
December 1918. and to a no lesser extent the interna- 
tional documents which regulate the situation of 
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national minorities. Equally. the statement conflicts with 
the country’s laws, because as a signatory to these 
international documents, Romania has agreed to the 
lawtul application of these documents. 


As a result of its opposition to nationalities, the RNEP 
Statement 1s also antidemocratic. This party’s demand to 
the effect that each nationality should have only one 
parliamentary representative cannot be reconciled with 
the elementary precepts of democracy. As the second 
largest political formation in Romania, the RMDSZ 1s 
represented by 41 representatives and senators in the 
two houses of the parliament. The RNEP would like to 
See a Single Hungarian representative to replace these. In 
doing so, they would deprive the group of more than 2 
million Hungarians in Romania from proportional rep- 


resentation, as that is provided for under the rules of 


democracy 


Domestic and international public opinion must not 
turn away when it recognizes the above described phe- 
nomenon. Even more so, because while thus far, only 
certain persons made statements of this character in the 
extremist press, at this time we are witnessing an official 
position taken by a political party seated in the parlia- 
ment. We call the attention of Romania’s democratic 
parties which espouse democracy in Romania, and upon 
the entire Romanian public and international forums to 


the danger that threatens not only us. Hungarians of 


Romania, but also the future of Romania. There will be 
no chance tor the evolution of real democracy and 
equality under law in Romania, a basic condition for 
being a part of Europe. as long as ultranationalism of a 
Fascist color is able to rage unharnessed in this form 


RMDSZ National Presidium 


Hopes for Hungarian University Called Unfounded 
9IBAOSIOA Budapest MAGYAR HIRLAP 


in Hungarian 23 Mar Y9l pp 1, 4 


{Article by Erzsebet Molnar: “Instruction Will Not Begin 
After All at Bolyai University of Kolozsvar, Unfounded 
Hopes” ] 


[Text] According to the news in Hungary, classes will not 
begin after all in the coming academic year at Bolya 
University of Kolozsvar 


To our question, Professor Sandor Balazs, chairman of 


the Bolyai Society of Kolozsvar and chairman of the 
section of the Democratic Federation of Hungarians in 
Romania that deals with higher education in Hungarian, 


said that “all of our efforts broke under the resistance of 


the state establishment's decisionmaking bodies. What 1s 


needed for reopening. 1.¢.. for expanding the curricula of 


our old institution which has campuses in Kolozsvar and 
Marosvasarhely. 1s not a decision by the executive power 
but a decision by the legislative power.” 
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“However, it cannot be hoped that such a law will be 
passed by Romania's Parliament in the near future.” 
emphasized Sandor Balazs. “The National Salvation 
Front’s overwhelming majority, reminiscent of the one- 
party system, hinders any kind of initiative by a nation- 
ality, and we are sorry to See that the implementation of 
our democratic school policy is not supported by the 
Romanian opposition parties either. Only the small 
groups of the extraparliamentary opposition show an 
understanding for our intentions. 


“Under such circumstances, even the Bolyai Society was 
surprised by the statements that announced the 
reopening of Bolyai University in the coming academic 
year, for the time being, in catacombs and cellars, and 
with the support of the churches. Let us refrain from 
giving false hopes to people, especially youth.” said the 
professor. “because there are presently no prospects for 
the reopening of Bolyai University either through state 
Or private support or through expanding the presently 
existing schools of theology. 


“Let us State point blank that our churches do not have 
the necessary financial means for opening and running 
such an institution in Romania. The university's finan- 
cial burdens cannot be passed onto the students either 
We have estimated that each student would have to pay 
an annual tuition running into tens of thousands of lei 
Very few families would be able to make such a great 
financial sacrifice. 


“Thus, nothing else 1s left but to fight for reopening the 
Hungarian University with state funds.” emphasized the 
Bolyai Society's president. “After all, Romania's tax- 
paying citizens also include more than 2 million Hun- 
garians who contribute to the rational revenues and thus 
have the right to have a proportionate share of the 
amount of money the state allocates for education. But 
the main problem 1s that we cannot win this battle in 
Romania by ourselves. We need international support— 
moral support, above all. 


“The Bolyai Society contacted numerous European un- 
versities, requesting that they support our cause. It was a 
great satisfaction to see that almost all of the renowned 
universities of our continent stood up for our cause. (We 
received only one letter of reyection, but let us not reveal 
the name of that university.) Sooner or later the Roma- 
nian State will have to reckon with international public 
opinion. It would be important, not only im scientific 
circles but also in international political forums. to 
confront Romania with this standpoint. Perhaps in this 
way the Romanian leadership would come to realize that 
it would only benefit by officially allowing its national 
minority to exercise its right to education, for this would 
be sincere proof of 1ts democratic intentions. 


“What we are expecting first and foremost is that Bolyai 
University would become a state university, this would 
not mean that we would not be prepared to make 
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financial contributions to the reopening of our native- 
language citadel of education. This 1s why the organiza- 
tion of an international Bolyai fund is an important 
Segment of our relations abroad. Tom Lantos’ visit to 
Kolozsvar marked the beginning. The American repre- 
sentative, together with Hungarian Human Rights Foun- 
dation President Laszlo Hamos, is doing everything 
possible to elicit the financial support necessary for our 
university S reopening. We invited internationally 
renowned scientists to become members of the Bolyai 
foundation’s board, our organizing work 1s progressing 
well, and we hope that the Romanian state will be more 
understanding towards us when it sees that it can fulfill 
Our request with a smaller financial investment. Even 
though we are well aware that the main reason for not 
allowing higher education in our native language in 
Romania has never really been financial, because un- 
versities without traditions have been shooting up like 
mushrooms in the most unlikely places. with the state 
bearing their financial burdens. The main reasons that 
they are opposing the revival of Bolya: University are 
doctrinal and ideological. extensions of their national- 
istic policy. This 1s apparent from the fact that 1t became 
a basic principle at the debate on the theses of the draft 
constitution, the country’s basic law, that the only lan- 
guage of instruction in Romania must be Romanian 


Similarly. the passage which lists the wide variety of 


languages: English, French. German, Arabic. Spanish, 
Portuguese, Japanese, and Chinese. in which schools can 
operate in Romania, also grew out of the concept of the 
nation-state as an ideology. The list does not include 
Hungarian, which evidently 1s not a world language but 
is uSed by many more people in Romania than Japanese. 
Chinese, or Arabic. Thus. the prospects of education in 
Hungarian are presently unfavorable in Romania.” 
Stated Sandor Balazs 


“Many of the Transylvanian youth think that they 
cannot wait for possible positive events in the distant 
future, they must begin their university education now 
and not in the unforeseeable future. For this reason, they 
are applying to universities and colleges in Hungary. We 
can State with certainty that one of the main reasons for 
the exodus of our youth 1s that Bolvai University does 
not exist. It rs possible that a long period of time will pass 
until Bolya: University and a wider native-language 
college network will be set up, but this must by all means 
happen, otherwise Romania cannot be part of Europe 
However, until then, we are forced to represent the 
rather unpopular point of view that the Bolvai Society 1s 
against the mass exit of our youth to Hungary's colleges.” 
Stated the professor. “This point of view exactly corre- 
sponds to the point of view of Hungary's appropriate 
authorities. We encourage every Transylvanian youth to 
try to get into a Romanian university, so that we will not 
lose the still existing small groups of Hungarians in 
Kolozsvar and Marosvasarhely where these still 
somehow function. The Bolya: Society was happy to 
acknowledge the point of view of the Ministry of Culture 
and Education of the Republic of Hungary which 
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included the following under Minister Bertalan Andras- 
falvy’s signature: ..“l ask all institutions of higher 
learning that they recommend to youth to apply to and 
take the entrance examination at an institution of higher 
learning in their country... The forums of Hungarian 
ministries and the Bolya: Society took a joint stand in 
hindering the mass exodus of Transylvanian youth. It 
would be necessary that Hungarian universities and 
colleges provide appropriate information to applying 
Students from Transylvania. This would not mean that 
the Hungarian state would not continue making sacri- 
fices for the education of youth in Romania. But not so 
much in the form of complete training but rather in the 
form of partial and continued graduate-level training 
offered to students enrolled in Romanian universities 
and colleges. The 100 students receiving complete 
training are selected by the Bolyai Society from among 
applicants in Romania. Thus, Transylvanian youth pur- 
Suing higher education are encouraged to prepare for the 
Romanian entrance examinations.” Bolyai Society Pres- 
ident Sandor Balazs said in closing that “this 1s the only 
way to ascertain that when Bolya: University will 
reopen, if, as it seems now, not in a foreseeable time 
period but hopefully in the not-too-distant future, it will 
have an adequate number of students.” 


YUGOSLAVIA 


Tudjman’s Political, Economic Policy Scored 
91B4106074 Zagreb DANAS in Serbo-Croatian ¥ Apr ¥! 
Pp ¥- lO 


[Article by Jelena Lovrc: “Three Hundred Days of 
Games” —first paragraph 1s DANAS introduction] 


[Text] In its 10 months in power, the new Croatian 
government has spent much more time on games than on 
bread, making good on few of its preelection promises 


In its 300 days in office, the “young Croatian democracy 
of old communists,” as some like to call it, has had to 
confront the fact that it was easier for it to assume power 
than exercise power, as they like to say. Especially since 
the old government was so worn down that it almost 
collapsed on its own. But the belief held by those who 
came to power that their strength or their messianic 
vision played a key role in this has resulted in preten- 
tiousness On their part in assuming that they would be 
equally successful and have just as easy a time of it with 
the rest of the job. They proceeded tyrannically and with 
self-confidence, not asking any questions and not lts- 
tening to anyone. However, once the record of the first 
year 1S assessed two months from now, it will be difficult 
to recapture any of the euphoria that accompanied the 
inauguration of the new government at the end of last 
May. No matter how often President Tudjman talks 
about the major successes that have been achieved tn the 
interim—several days ago he reiterated this point before 
the Croatian youth, who had gathered in Zagreb from 
various parts of the world in order to talk more about the 
Croatian gun on their young shoulders than about the 
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computers in their hands—an impartial analysis will 
have to conclude that the new government has come up 
dangerously short in keeping any of its election promises 
lt remains to be seen why this 1s so. 


Naturally. the situation that the winners of the election 
inherited was absolutely unstimulating, and in every 
sense the forsaken republic would not have provided 
anyone with very good chances, so that one could say 
that those who lost the electhon were perhaps in fact 
better off. Stull, one cannot blame everything on the past 
Assessing the recora of Milosevic’s regime, someone 
once quipped that what happened there 1s the logical 
consequence of his policy: The more Serbs there are. the 
smaller Serbia will be. Latinka Perovic, an intellectual 
who had to leave politics because of her liberalism. has 
recently written about the two opposing national pro- 
grams among the Serbian people, saying that the policy 
ot a “greater Serbia” 1s contrary to the program for 
resolving the Serbian question in a federation of Balkan 
and Yugoslav nations. She reminds us that a “greater 
Serbia” created by “conquest would by necessity become 
a military-police state, and would have to devote all its 
Strength to simply protecting itself from foreign ene- 
mies.” Latinka Perovic concludes that “what 1s impor- 
tant in politics 1s not mtentions, but rather results, and 
today. from the viewpoint of the national interests of the 
Serbian people. these results are so poor that it 1s hard to 
tind a time in its political history that 1s comparable to 
the present day. Serbia 1s in conflict with everyone with 
whom it still shares common State territory, the borders 
of which it 1s not capable of fixing despite the Serbian 
Unity has long been established there on the 
basis of opposition to all others. Under these conditions, 
democracy becomes a simulation.” 


diaspora 


The Viyth and the Present-Day Situation 


ls something similar happening to the Croats nght now’ 
We have no intention of creating an artificial balance. 
but neither will we close our eves to the facts. The victory 
in the multiparty elections was clearly carried off by the 
national program that gloriously recognized the sup- 
posed “thousand-vear aspiration of the Croatian people 
tor their own state.” Exploiting this myth electorally 
unquestionably intensified by everything that has hap- 
pened to the Croatian people over the past two decades 
and especially over the past two years, this national 
program forgot the times in which we live today, it forgot 
to adapt the myth to present-day trends in civilization 
insisting on the promise that the “Croatian people will 
have their own state” and on a form of total sovereignty 
that does not exist anywhere, it reduced the national 
problem to the level of nation-building and statism. 
tailing to notice that in Europe today this question 1s 
manitested and resolved primarily as a democratic ques- 
tron. Emphasizing sovereignty as the measure of every- 
thing while at the same time reducing it to the mere rssue 
of the state. or rather to its symbols, things in Croatia 
have progressed to the point where today one can ques- 
tion whether it now enjoys less sovereignty than it did 
detore. Croatia today 1s split in two, its government does 
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not control the entire termtory. and a good part of its 
lands are ruled today not by parallel government struc- 
tures, but rather by rebellnous ones. This cancer, which 1s 
spreading continuously. could have detrimental conse- 


quences for its very survival as a state 


There 1s absolutely no doubt that what 1s happening in 
the Knin region and elsewhere 1s being directed and 
sustained trom the outside and that the Serbian political 
Structure has been continually displacing its internal 
problems into the diaspora for three years now. Even 
Belgrade’s bloody Saturday this past March. which ser- 
ously shook Slobodan Milosevic’s position, 1s almost 
trivial after the bloody Easter week in Plitvice. (Why 
Franjo Tudjman decided at that moment to “save” 
Milosevic in that way 1s another question: Was it a 
drastically erroneous political pudgment, or were there 
other arrangements involved’) But it ts mmpossible to 
wnore the fact that the manner in which the new 
government and especially the way in 


which some of its mouthpreces have butted in. bran- 


> 


j — yt 
nas proceeded 


dishing their national hypersensitivities. has generated a 
certain amount of fear among those who were not [or 
- 


them. but could not have been 


Perhaps that is the price that must be paid for the fact 
that after the previous regime. the Croatian leadership 
appears to include too many harassed and handh- 
capped—and perhaps tor that reason trustrated—people 
who viewed their electoral victory as an Opportunity for 
pavott. at least in an 
past vear has been devoted primarily to roasted Ox and 


ne coats of arms and wearing 


emotional sense. Thus, ail of the 


flag-waving. to emphasiz 


sashes. all of which was proclaimed to be the return of 


national status. although it in fact paid homage to 
populist biases as well as bad taste. The celebration of 
the electoral victory often mtensified the division into 
victors and the defeated. mnto 
ittered something after the 
election, and since there was less and less bread, games 


ot this there was too 


winners and losers. Natu- 


rally. the people had to De 


were organized instead. But in al 
much of a rapacious desire by the authorities to demon- 
Strate their power and too little consideration for all 
those who might feel affected by it. This 1s probably the 
main reason that the newcomers mostly experienced 
power as a privilege. an entitlement unrestricted Dy 
With the Assembly's 


, 


anything. not even responsibility 
voting machinery at their disposal. they acted as 


nothing would or could stand in their way. One need 


only recall how the most 


¢ responsible people in the 
leadership exclaimed at mass meetings that the head ot 
rampled undertoot or how 


ubilant about how “there 1s 


the red dragon must be 
recently thes WTC almost 
no longer a Pakrac.”” this just after the threat of blood- 


Shed had been averted there 


Intoxication With the State 


Such conduct. which has often neglected democrat 
principles, and sometimes basic civilized behavior as 
well. 1s viewed with partic ir Suspicion by the Serbs 
Mika Tripalo will talk about how [little effort has been 
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made by politicians in Croatia to understand this fear 
among Serbs, while almost no one 1s working to control 
it. Admittedly, Serbs were immediately offered certain 
posts in the Assembly, but beyond that the governing 
powers—perhaps concerned about their dignity or 
lacking an ear for practical political activity—waited for 
them to come pay their respects with solicitations. At the 
same time, many of them talked about the Serbs’ privi- 
leged position, which objectively speaking is rather dif- 
ficult for workers in, say, Knin to comprehend. They 
cited the high percentage of Serbs in the police force, 
even though the extent to which regular cops can be 
regarded as privileged is rather questionable. Empha- 
sizing the fact that prison jobs were dominated by Serbs 
under the former regime, and that there were Croats on 
the other side of the bars, the ruling authorities inter- 
preted this problem, which no doubt exists, in such a way 
as to try to effect a new division of roles, completely 
leaving aside the very focal point of the problem—that 
the former system in fact mistreated both groups. 


In this virtual intoxication with proof of statehood and 
power, it was also decided to form a republican military 
force, which would initially act under the guise of the 
police. The police’s unsuccessful cleanup of the first 
eruption in Knin last year only accelerated the imple- 
mentation of that decision. The result of the strict 


undercover nature of the Kalashnikov action and of 


rumors about a factional arms buildup, which were all 
the more dangerous because they were spread through 
parapublic channels after they were barred trom the 
media, was not simply a sense of security in the govern- 
ment and in a certain portion of Croatians, but also a 
feeling of insecurity among everyone else. Some day. 
although not today, it will probably be possible to assess 
more accurately how much this arms buildup has helped 
Croatia, how much it has protected it, and in turn how 
much additional pressure it has provoked. There 1s no 
question that the Army, by disarming the territorial 
defense units in Slovenia and Croatia, has indicated its 
distrust of the new governments. It had a hard time 
accepting the will of the people expressed in the elec- 
tions, and it was not far from an attempt to enlighten the 
people in this regard by force of its weaponry. The 
reaction of the Croatian authorities for their part was to 
view this as an affront, as unhidden distrust based on 
poorly concealed antagonism, and to irrationally 
renounce in advance even that part of the Army to which 
they are entitled not only because they sustain it, but also 
because their own people are part of its structure. In 
addition, the authorities in Croatia did not make much 
of an effort in terms of other alliances (aside from 
insisting On an international component), and they often 
managed to squander many potentially useful coopera- 
tive ties because of disagreements over trifling details. 
This happened because they demanded almost absolute 
agreement as the first condition, often demonstrating an 
uncivil amount of impatience even towards those in a 


natural position to be opposed to them. This type of 


behavior could lead to the isolation of Croatia and the 
isolation of the government in Croatia. This exclusivist 


POLITICAL 23 


Stance of being misunderstood (as if everyone Is against 
Croatia, from the Army to the federal prime minister, 
and President Tudjman has in no sense abandoned his 
theory that the opposition “factions,” as he likes to call 
them, are part of a special war against Croatia, as are 
potential strikes by workers) is paving the way for the 
application of the theory of a conspiracy, of encircle- 
ment, and of the threat that 1s the mainstay of every 
authoritarian regime. 


Traps 


President Tudjman is the author of the thesis that 
nationalist movements in Eastern lands had a libera- 
tionist and democratic character (he has reproached the 
West for ignoring this), although nowhere tn the formerly 
socialist countries has there been any evidence thus far 
that liberation from the red utopia, for which national 
movements do indeed deserve credit, has changed into 
even slightly democratic nationalism. Not only in poli- 
tics. but also in the area of economics, culture, and 
spirituality, it is not yet possible to speak of an essen- 
tially different quality of the situation compared to the 
previous system. Social ownership of the economy is 
increasingly being replaced by state ownership, which 
simply allows the authorities to manage the economy in 
the worst way possible, using their means of personal 
control. In a state of war, when weapons are the primary 
national need, this 1s not unusual, but this situation ts a 
far cry from the market economy of liberalism. And we 
know what the price of a wartime economy 1s and what 
the consequences of it are. Instead of a one-party system, 
we have a one-faction system and national homogeniza- 
tion in which not only 1s it impossible for a serious 
Opposition to exist, but every wayward opinion 1s 
declared to be treason against the supreme goals of the 
State. 


Regardless of what its leaders have said, democracy still 
does not exist in Croatia. (If we compare ourselves to the 
Western world; if our standards are other people, then 
perhaps we have succeeded.) Nor ts that possible while 
living under the threat of occupation, regardless of how 
real or how contrived that threat 1s. Just as it used to be 
said in a politically correct sense that we are “‘all soldiers 
of the Party.” today we are all transformed into soldiers 
for Croatia. National guards are being created, as are 
committees of defense, Croatian youth detachment- 
s... The question, however, is not whether Croatia itself is 
threatened by this insistence on a reduced form of 
Croatian awareness, which is putting off democracy to 
some future date. It could even be said that they are 
putting off our lives to some future date. This 1s exactly 
what socialism did, with its continuous assertion that a 
better life awaits future generations. Will it not seem 
from tomorrow’s perspective, with an increasing number 
of problems that the authorities have neither the time 
nor the ability to solve as long as the struggle goes on. 
with the ever-increasing numb. r of unemployed people 
and ever-lower standards, with the war psychosis just 
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behind the door, will it not seem—as 1s already hap- 
pening in East Germany—that this better life is some- 
thing that we had in the past? Which would also not 
correspond to the truth. It 1s up to the future to say 
whether it 1s a coincidence that whenever criticism, 
demands, and opposition arise in Croatia, the authori- 
lies take some step that sets national heartstrings quiv- 
ering, and once again the flock crowds together. To say 
whether this “balanced fear.’ which Tudjman’s associ- 
ates have admitted to being involved in generating, 1s 
applied only to the non-Croatian factor, or whether this 
fear, which is an increasingly relevant political fact in 
Croatia, is also used to solve internal problems. 


In any event, the authorities in Croatia are between a 
rock and a hard place: Between their own electoral 
promises and the possibility of keeping them (no one 
even talks anymore about the mighty Croatian money 
that was only waiting for a sign to flow into the Croatian 
Arcadia). Between the promised and perhaps seriously 
contemplated democracy for all its citizens and the most 
detrimental aspect of the Kosovoization of Croatia, in 
which it is willingly participating, creating deep interet- 
hnic chasms. Between a public attitude that is increas- 
ingly turning against Yugoslavia (which the authorities 
themselves have helped generate) and their rather soft- 
ened stance towards the Yugoslav community, which 
was modified for the most part in accordance with the 
explicit desires of the international powers. Croatia is in 
fact in a trap that it helped set: If it wants to be 
democratic, it cannot stay in Yugoslavia as it is (if it 
leaves, moreover, this does not mean that it will auto- 
matically become democratic), but obviously it cannot 
leave if 1t wants to remain with its post-World War II 
borders. 


Radio Comments on Presidency Session Cited 


LDIS0523049] Belgrade TANIJUG in English 
1900 GMT 1S May 91 


[Text] Belgrade, May 15 (TANJUG)—Macedonian 
radio assessed this afternoon that “today’s electoral 
fiasco, otherwise the first precedent since the collective 
head of state began to function” was “an attempted 
murder with serious consequences,” in the long run, 
depriving the presidency from its sole authority as the 
armed forces supreme commander in all Yugoslavia. 


“The non-election of Mesic is the Serbian coalition’s 
Pyrrhic victory.” said Macedonian radio commentor 
Aleksandar Comovski. He also warned that the “‘disre- 
spect of the electoral will of the Croatian people might 
mean another call to national homogenization in that 
republic.” 


Those who were making this scenario were probably well 
aware that the latest stands of the Yugolav state Presi- 
dency were opening the door for the Yugoslav People’s 
Army (YPA) to act—-independently from its supreme 
command (the state Presidency )}—according to its assess- 
ments and estimates, said the Macedonian Radio com- 


mentator. 
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In Slovenia, the first reactions of radio stations said that 
the “new crisis and non-constitutional situation in which 
Yugoslavia found itself after the failure to elect Syepan 
Mesic as president of the Federal Presidency was origi- 
nating from the old sources,” clearly alluding to the 
Republic of Serbia. 


In its prime-time news programme, Radio Ljubljana 
pointed out that there was “no constitutional foundation 
in any solution other than the election of Syepan Mesic.” 


The Slovenian Radio stations emphasized in their com- 
ments “we are witnessing an all-out blockade and disin- 
tegration of the state Presidency.” 


Problems of Socialist Party of Serbia Reported 


Y]BAV0607B Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 
30 Apr YI pl 


[Article by Vesna Ninkovic-Dzafo: “Some New ‘Hall- 
marks’’—tirst paragraph is BORBA introduction] 


[Text] Dissatisfied with the situation in the SPS 
{Socialist Party of Serbia], the membership 1s calling for 
the election of the party’s top man and the convening of 
a special congress. 


All things considered, even the SPS is not what 1s was 
until about a month ago. Not because that 1s the assess- 
ment of the opposition—which itself has duplicated the 
list of inadequacies of the ruling party in detail—but 
rather because clearly unfavorable assessments of the 
SPS have been made public lately by its own rank and 
file, which is apparently dissatisfied with the shabbiness 
of the initial steps taken after the election. Only a month 
ago, during a press conference at SPS headquarters, 1t 
was Stated, as some sort of assessment of what the party 
had done in the preceding period, and thus of the 
electoral victory, that in only eight months the SPS had 
succeeded in attracting half a million members (a large 
number of whom had never before belonged to a party), 
and that in that short period of time it had managed to 
become the strongest leftist-oriented party in the 
country, as well as among the strongest in Europe. This 
too was one of the reasons for concluding that the SPS ts 
on a continual upswing. 


What the Rank and File Can Hope For 


A month later, judging from the signs coming from the 
very ranks of the SPS, it appears that things are not that 
rosy. Simply put, the so-called members, when they 
speak out publicly, want an early congress, they want one 
person in the party's leadership position (and not a 
collective body), they feel that for many the SPS has 
served simply as a means for getting a government post, 
that it is high time to evaluate the work of the Main and 
Executive Committees, and ultimately for a cadre 
“purge” as well. 


A form of official confirmation of the situation in the 
ranks of the SPS came recently from a meeting of the 
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SPS Commission tor Organizational and Political Devel- 
Opment as well (one of the SPS’s numerous constituent 
bodies, which have only recently gotten down to work). 
There, Slavko Gordic expressed the following assess- 
ment: “First triumphalism and _ selt-satisfaction, and 
then deafness, defensiveness, disorientation, and antici- 


pation appear to be the most conspicuous hallmarks of 


Our party since the electoral victory.” In his opinion, the 
Stagnation has been expressed first and foremost in the 
longstanding expectation by the rank and file that the 
leadership will come to terms with the new challenges. 
But what can the rank and file hope for if even the 
leadership of our party itself is overshadowed by events, 
Gordic asks. As he sees things, the party 1s “dominated 
by lethargy and drifting.” 


Dr. Rados Smiljkovic, the chairman of the SPS Commis- 
sion for Organizational and Political Development and a 
member of the party’s Executive Committee, when 
asked what 1s really going on in the SPS—whether it is a 
split, a crisis, a factional struggle, a conflict between 
various ideas and currents—answers delicately that what 
is happening to the Socialist Party of Serbia is deceler- 
ated growth. We have a program, a Statute, an organiza- 


tional network. but the party sull faces a whole series of 


essential problems that it must come to terms with. 
Simply put. the process of defining the party is not 
complete. 


Waiting for an Official Denial From the Prime Minister 


The tact that there are numerous questions, even essen- 
tial ones, that remain open in the SPS was confirmed in 
the latest issue of NIN by none other than Serbian Prime 
Minister Dr. Dragutim Zelenovic, who 1s obviously 
dissatisfied with the manner in which the party is “fol- 
lowing” the plans of his government: “We agreed to call 
up the Executive Committee of the SPS and discuss with 
them the strategy of that party and its development 
based on our view. Because we must conclude that our 
views are somewhat different from the views of that 
party. It 1s an inflexible party, it does not have leading 
cadre who can ensure our further prosperity, it 1s not 
internationally mature; it expects Our program to be its 
program, and ultimately it would have to adapt its 
program. Our government. like any other, needs a 
modern party, a European party,” he says in the afore- 
mentioned interview, among other things. However. 
Rados Smiljkovic confirms to us what SPS Secretary 
General Petar Skundric has already announced—that an 
official denial by Zelenovic can be expected in this 
publication. 


But despite the (possible) dubiousness of the question of 


how the party's secretary general can announce a denial 
by the prime minister and (possible) observations con- 
cerning this subject within the ranks of the SPS, the fact 
remains that the public has heard ne comments on what 
was said in the same issue of NIN by Radmilo 
Bogdanovic. the top man for internal affairs in Serbia. 


about assessments within the party prior to the events of 


9 March, quoting Skundric’s words exactly. According to 
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that interview, Bogdanovic gave the SPS advance 
warning that there was a possibility of unrest in Belgrade. 
to which Petar Skundric said, “We have a clear position, 
which we will defend; we will respond to what Radmilo 
is afraid of, and we will decide when to respond and 
when not to.” 


The Party Must Have a Leader 


Among the open questions that are heating up the 
atmosphere within the party (as well as outside it) every 
bit as much ts the one concerning the convening of a 
special congress of the SPS. Exactly one month ago, at 
the aforementioned press conference, tt was stated that 
there is no reason whatsoever, political or otherwise, for 
a special congress. An early congress was not even 
scheduled in order to elect a party chairman, and that 
decision was made by the collective leadership of the 
party—the Executive Committee. During the past 
month, things have progressed to a desire by the mem- 
bership not only for a congress as soon as possible, but 
also tor one person at the head of the party. And for now, 
according to an already launched (usually “spontane- 
ous”) initiative, which certainly enjoys support, that post 
could be held by Dr. Borisay Jovic. This is surprising and 
not surprising. especially if One bears in mind that 
Jovic’s job as state president will be running out in a few 
days. Smiljkovic clearly does not rule out the possibility 
of an early congress, but he says that it will certainly not 
take place (only) to elect a party chief. In that case, it 
would only be an election conference. Until a decision is 
reached on a special congress, Rados Smiljkovic is 
announcing a variation according to which a (temporary ) 
resolution concerning the SPS chief would be made 
through a statutory decision on the election of the 
chairman of the Main Committee. Smiljkovic also men- 
tions the possibility of there being several candidates for 
the position, although immediately noting everything 
that, as he says, Dr. Borisav Jovic has been through in his 
role as president of the SERY Presidency and the clear 
responsibility of the SPS towards Jovic. 


Under the present focus on the problems in the SPS, part 
of the response to the already expressed dissatisfaction of 
the membership with the situation in the party could be 
found in the assessment, which has also been put forward 
by the same ranks of the party. that the leadership has 
always taken it for granted that in parliamentary democ- 
racies the seat of power is shifted from the party leader- 
ship to the parliamentary caucus immediately after elec- 
tions. And not only because of the challenge of potential 
new electlons—and it 1s emphasized in the ranks of the 
SPS that there 1s no reason to take this step—it should be 
noted that no one, obviously including the membership 
of the SPS, wants to be caught somewhere in the middle. 


Serbia's Draskovic Urges New Democratic 
Election 

LD1608170791 Budapest Domestic Service 

in Hungarian 1600 GMT 16 May 91 


{Excerpt} Ante Markovic, federal prime minister, has 
submitted a compromise proposal for the solution of the 








26 POLITICAL 


Yugoslav constitutional crisis. The essence of this is that 
the Croatian Republic can take over the post of president 
if in return it acknowledges Serbia's right to delegate a 
member in the Presidium to represent Kosovo. Our 
special correspondents Jozset Barath and Gyorgyi Orban 
conducted an interview on the crisis 


Europe will not allow us to be so stupid as to make a 
Lebanon out of Yugoslavia, particularly because a civil 
war here could set all of Central Europe ablaze. This is 
what Vuk Draskovic, chairman of the Serbian Renais- 
sance Movement, the imprisoned and then released hero 


of the March demonstrations and the main opponent of 


Serbian President Milosevic, told Hungarian radio in his 
interview. 


According to Draskovic, the only thing that could lead to 
a way out of the present multiple crisis would be to 
announce a new, truly democratic election now, after the 
multiparty voting. A legitimate parliament formed in 


this way would immediately annul the constitutions of 


the Federation and the Republics. He believes that this 1s 
necessary because the over-complicated and labyrinthine 
legal rules have themselves been obstructing the settle- 
ment of the situation. In Draskovic’s view, a new, 
noncommunist and democratic Serbia would be able to 
maintain the Yugoslav state federation, the federation 


that has had to cope with one of the most critical days of 


its existence today. [passage omitted] 


Serbian SFRY Presidency \lembers Criticized 
LDI605193791 Belgrade TANIUG Domestic Service 
in Serbo-Croatian 1748 GMI 16 May Yi 


[Text] Belgrade, 16 May (TANJUG)}—Regarding the 
change at the helm of the SFRY presidency. the Serbian 
Renaissance Movement [Srpski Pokret Obnove—SPO] 
this evening issued a statement “demanding all members 
of the Yugoslav Presidency to observe the country’s 
Constitution and the book of rules on the election of the 
Presidency president and vice president.” 


The statement stresses that Serbian representatives in 
the Yugoslav Presidency have no right to boast about 
their unconstitutional behavior as “a victory for democ- 
racy... The Serbian people did not authorize them to 
pour fuel onto the already dangerous fire of the Yugoslay 
drama, and to put the blame on the Serbian side for a 
possible disintegration of the country and any dangerous 
consequences 


Slovenia’s Independence Predicted for 26 June 
LDI608203991 Belgrade TLANIUG Domesti 
in Serbo-Croatian 1907 GMT 16 May 91 


Servic c 


[Text] Moscow, 16 May (TANJUG)—The leader of the 


Russian Federation, Boris Yeltsin, has accepted an invi 
tation to visit Slovenia. He received the Slovene delega- 
tion headed by Prime Minister Lojze Peterle in Moscow 
today. 
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Yeltsin positively assessed the agreement between 
Russia and Slovenia on economic, scientific, technical, 
and cultural cooperation which was signed in Moscow 
yesterday. He pointed out that this agreement is in 
accordance with the process of realizing sovereignty 
among the republics, whichis favored by the leadership 
of the Russian Federation 


lt has been learned that Loyze Peterle informed Yeltsin 
that Slovenia will become independent on 26 June, 
adding that this is a difficult road, but that “there 1s no 
other alternative.” 


In a brief statement tor journalists, Prime Minister 
Peterle assessed the visit of the Slovene delegation of the 
Russian Federation as the most successful so far. He 
pointed to the readiness of the host country for cooper- 
auion. 


The meeting with Russian Federation leader Yeltsin 
ends the two-day visit of the Slovene delegation to 
Moscow. In addition to Prime Minister Peterle, Foreign 
M.nister Dimitriy Rupel and President of the Economic 
Chamber Franc Horvat were also in the delegation. 


Muslims Urged To Declare Identity in Census 
YIBAOSI4.4 Sarajevo OSLOBODIENIE 


> 


in Serbo-Croatian 27 Mar Yl p 6 


[Article by Z. Jahovic: “Neither Serbian nor Croatian, 
but Bosnian!’—first paragraph is OSLOBODJENJE 
introduction] 


[Text] On Monday the sixth census of the population 
begins in| Yugoslavia. Proclamation of the Party of 
Democratic Action to Muslims. Elimination of ““com- 
pulsory categories of nationality.” Religion is an essen- 
tial part of reality. The Bosnian language exists, as do 
both Serbian and Croatian 


“Muslims, remember! Your national affilhation 1s— 
MUSLIM. Your mother tongue 1s—BOSNIAN. Your 
religion 1s ISLAM.” Thus reads the heading of the 
proclamation that the Party of Democratic Action 
recently sent to Muslims prior to the upcoming census of 
the population of Yugoslavia which begins on Monday, | 
April, and will last for the next 15 days. 


Compulsory Categories 


It is time, as this message points out, to eliminate 
definitively the compulsory categories of the nationality 
of the Muslims, like Serb-Muslim, Croat-Muslim, Mace- 
donian-Muslim, Muslim-undesignated, Yugoslav- 
undesignated,” etc. In fact, all Muslims in Yugoslavia, 
particularly Muslims in Bosnia-Hercegovina, as well as 
those who are abroad or temporarily absent, must insist 
in this census to the census taker that the following 
information be entered in their listing: under heading 8, 
national affiliation, “Muslim. under heading 9, mother 
tongue, Bosnian, and under heading 10, religion, 
Islam...that 1s what it says in the proclamation with short 
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explanations for these instructions. And in recent issues 
of MUSLIM VOICE, the paper of the Party of Demo- 
cratic Action, significant coverage is given to the 
upcoming census, for which a printed leaflet is also given 
io readers—information with the same instructions for 
clarification. The aim, as the executive council of this 
party points out, is for “this fateful moment’ to be 
explained to Muslims by distribution of leatlets, direct 
contact, discussions, and adequate publicity 


Because “if the upcoming census of the population in our 
country confirms that the population of Bosnia- 
Hercegovina 1s over SO percent Muslim (as the latest 
Statistical analyses of the results of the election clearly 
show), followed by 30 percent in Montenegro, and 
between 40 and 50 percent Muslim in Macedonia, this 
will be a fact of extraordinary importance for the future 
fate of members of the Muslim cultural-historical 
circle.” 


Historical Chance 


Why 1s the 1991 census considered to be historical for the 
Muslim people’ we ask Prof. Dr. Atif Purivatra, distin- 
guished scholar, who has devoted his whole working life to 
Studying the relations among nationalities in Yugoslavia, 
and who has recently became the vice president of the 
*Preporod™ Cultural Society of Muslims. 


For the Muslim population in Yugoslavia this event has 
particular importance both trom the national and the 
religious standpoint. This is a historical moment because 
the Muslims are those (as opposed to other peoples and 
nationalities) who have not had the opportunity up to 
now to show who they are, and thereby confirm their 
integration and accord as a modern national society. 
Thus it is finally time to eliminate all forms of genocidal 
and ethnocidal acts toward this people, says Dr. Puriva- 
tra. He illustrates his thesis on the ““manipulation of the 
Muslims” with past practice from the five postwar 
censuses in our country (1948, 1953, 1961, 1971 and 
1981), because not one occurred normally for this 


people. 


Specifically, Dr. Purivatra considers that the Muslims 
are the only people in the world who, contrary to basic 
human rights and against their will, were designated and 
placed into an inhumane statistical category. Thus they 
had to identify themselves for decades as Serbs-Muslims, 
Croats-Muslims, Macedonians-Muslims, Muslims- 
undesignated, and Yugoslavs-undesignated, and this last 
one was a “compulsory category in the census, exclu- 
sively for Muslims.” This year. instead of “Muslims- 
undesignated,” the heading “Yugoslav-undesignated™ 
has been introduced, about which direct instructions 
have been given to the census takers. Therefore. over 
800,000 “undesignated Muslims,” which is how many 
there were in the first postwar census in 1948, “melted” 
by declaration five years later into “‘Yugoslavs- 


undesignated,”’ whose numbers, based on statistical anal- 
vses, Climbed to 998.698 persons. 
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Although Muslims were given the right to express a 
religious preference in the 1961 census, when close to | 
million Muslims declared themselves in the ethical 
sense, they continue to remain in the group * Yugoslavs- 
undesignated.” Figures trom the Federal Bureau for 
Statistics On this year’s census are illustrative—they 
show that “Yugoslavs-undesignated” are most numerous 
in Bosnia Hercegovina, with 87 percent of the total, or 
275.883 persons. Of this number, 265,731, or 84 percent, 
are Muslims. 


Whom the Slip of Paper Bothers 


Only in 1971 were the Muslims able to indicate their 
national affiliation independently. More than },700,000 
citizens declared themselves to be Muslims at that time: 
this represents a twofold increase in just 10 years, while 
that number grew by another 300,000 people in the next 
10 years, in the words of Dr. Purivatra. However, experts 
in demographic research warn that even then Muslims in 
Bosnia-Hercegovina “failed.” citing official statistica’ 
information according to which a good 40 percent of 
Muslims remained Yugoslavs. It is also expected because 
of all this that the upcoming census of the population of 
Yugoslavia, the sixth in order, will be a unique “test of 
the maturity” of the Muslim people. In the context of 
such expectations, leaders of the Party of Democratic 
Action point to the results of recent elections in Bosnia- 
Hercegovina, revealing the following to the membership: 
“If Muslims had voted for their party in the same 
percentage as Croats did for the Croatian Democratic 
Society, and Serbs did for the Serbian Democratic Party, 
they would have over half the deputies in the Assembly. 
Thus, they divided their 15 to 20 percent of the votes 
with other parties, primarily leftist ones.” 


The upcoming census 1s, therefore, a unique chance for 
Muslims finally to find their place in the sun. It is 
Strange, however, and unclear why and whom this “slip 
of paper” of ours, with which we are calling upon the 
Muslim people to realize what everyone else has been 
realizing for decades, 1s bothering. And this means that it 
is singularly correct for this people also to declare itself 
according to its own feelings—as Muslims—with the 
Bosnian mother tongue and the Islam religion, Prof. Dr. 
Atif Purivatra points out. 


As to the adherence to Islam, it 1s interesting to cite 
figures from the 1953 census: Of 16,936,573 citizens, 
over 2 million declared themselves as members of the 
Islam religion. Today, according to unofficial figures of 
the Islam Religious Society, about 6 million people live 


in Yugoslavia whose religion 1s Islam 


Religion a Part of Reality 


Therefore, we are asking Professor Salih et. Colakovic, 
president of the Mesthat Islam Religious Society of 
Bosnia-Hercezovina, what he expects of the upcoming 
census of the population 


This census offers an extraordinary opportunity for 
national and religious self-affirmation of Muslims in our 
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territories. Although such an aspiration by the people 
was also expressed much earlier, a combination of var- 
lous circumstances did not permit a real picture of the 
Situation to develop as far as religion is concerned. 
However, religion is not something that is apart from 
life, but it gives directions about how one should act in 
lite. Making possible a free declaration of faith 1s nothing 


else than a claim that religion ts really an essential part of 


reality, says Salih ef. Colakovic. 


Not touching, naturally, on the question of the necessity 
Oi national and religious self-affirmation, the recommen- 
dation that Muslims, with this year’s census, declare 
themselves tor the Bosnian language creates certain 
confusion and seeks additional explanation. Why the 
Bosnian language? 


Because the Bosnian language exists in the people and 


literature just like the Croatian and Serbian languages. If 


this 1s less known to the general public, the reasons are 
political, and not of a linguistic nature, states Aliya 
Isakovic, author, one of the leading intellectuals who has 
been working with the cultural history of Bosnia- 
Hercegovina for more than two decades. “The thesis that 
the Bosnian language differs trom both the Serbian and 
the Croatian languages to the extent to which these 
languages differ from each other is confirmed by histor- 
ical tacts. primarily the voluminous Muslim literature 
that has originated in autonomous expression. This 
language was called Bosnian as late as 2 October 1907, 


when Austria-Hungary eliminated the historical name of 
this language; it 1s emphasized in the last issue of 


MUSLIM VOICE. “A claim cannot be made that, as to 
the totality of the so-called Serbo-Croatian/ 
Croato-Serbian language, the Serbs and Croats have 
greater rights than the Bosnian Muslims (the Bosnjaci) 
and the Montenegrins. If it remains so, it turns out that 
we are the happy heirs of someone else’s language. It 1s 
actually closer to the truth 1f we would say the opposite,” 
writes Isakovic in the latest issue of the magazine 
OGLEDALO. 
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Returning the Old Name 


Considering the Bosnian language a constituent compo- 
nent of the Bosnian-Muslim national being, Isakovic 
points to its differences with the Serbian or Croatian 
language. “The Bosnian language, compared to the Iit- 
erary Croatian and Serbian language, has the fewest 
differences between the vernacular and the literary lan- 
guage, between the dialectal and the literary...has an 
extraordinary continuity, a linguistic stability and homo- 
geneity in the whole area,” he says, reminding us that 
important groups of Muslims outside Bosnia- 
Hercegovina, like let us say in Sandzak, Montenegro, 
Kosovo, Macedonia, and in emigree groups in Turkey 
and elsewhere, even today call the Bosnian language 
their language. 


Therefore, the recommendation that Muslims call their 
language the Bosnian language in the new census 
“means, in fact, only the return of something that was 
erased from these areas by someone else’s will.” Whether 
the sixth in the line of Yugoslav censuses will truly return 
the old name to a language, remains to be seen. However, 
it 1S certain that in the divided Balkan house, this and 
similar appeals cannot pass unless everything 1s put 
under the ocular of daily politics. Moreover, some 
experts warn, this year’s census has a great chance of 
being the “indigo of national-political seething in our 
country.” 


|Box, p 6] 
Auxiliary Registration Form 


For people who work and live abroad, as the Republic 
Bureau for Statistics points out, a special auxiliary 
registration form has been prepared that citizens can 
already fill in and that they can get in the township 
assembly. This registration form must be left with a 
relative who will present it to the census taker or the 
township census commission during the census. 

Registration forms will also be found abroad 1n places 


where our citizens gather, such as, let us Say, in societies, 
clubs, centers, and the like. 
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BULGARIA 


Police Officers, Rakovski Legion To Cooperate 
10'1605170391 Sofia BTA in English 1624 GM1 
16 May 91 


[Text] Sofia, May 16 (BTA)}—Mr. Khristo Danov, min- 
ister of the interior, and Captain Doychin Boyadzhiev, 
chairman of the Rakovski Legion, signed an official 
document “Guidelines of the Relations Between the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Rakovski Legion.” 
Under the document their relations are based on a 
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rigorous Observance of the constitution and the law, and 
of the principle of undivided authority. 


Police officers and Army officers of the Rakovski Legion 
will maintain cooperation and secure reliable guarantees 
“against destructive influences on the democratic pro- 
cesses,” and “against increasingly active individuals and 
forces in Bulgaria advocating ethnic hostility, chau- 
vinism and separatism.” They stated that they will 
protect national security and will take decisive steps 
against extremist actions and other breaches of social law 
and order. 
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BULGARIA 
Legal, Technical Problems Slow Reform 


Land Survey, Tenure 
YIBAV4S94 Sofia 168 CHASA in Bulgarian 19 Mar 91 


ns 
} . 


[Article by Milko Krustev: “To Have Their Fields 
Returned, the Owners Must Wait for Two Other 
Laws’ —first paragraph 1s CHASA 19 introduction] 


[Text] The cadastre and land-use drafts are ready. Every- 
thing is in the hands of parliament. 


Instead of one, there will be two other laws—one for the 
cadastre and one tor land use. That was the decision 
made by the Commission for the Territorial and Settle- 
ment Structure to which the Grand National Assembly 
assigned this legislative work. 


Specialists from the Ministries of Agriculture and Con- 
Struction have already completed their drafts and sub- 


mitted them to the commission. Ivan Pavlov. chief 


expert of the Ministry of Agriculture, says that these 
documents, along with the Regulation on the Applica- 
tion of the Law on the Land, will create conditions for a 
practical setthement of the problem of ownership, 
returning the land to its owners, and the technical ways 
and means that will be used to achieve this. The main 
idea of the Draft Law on Land Use 1s, in the course of the 
reform, to have the type of land structure that will ensure 
the efficient use of farmland and its ecological health and 
fertulity. The owners will receive their fields in two or 
three different places within the settlement’s territory. 
Obviously, it will not be the land of 1940, when the 
cultivated land was splintered into 12 million lots. The 
new draft law opens the way to modern private farming, 
which will make possible the use of powerful equipment 
and the use of agricultural science and highly productive 
technologies. 


This process will also be assisted by the Draft Law on the 
Cadastre. The specialists well know that, after the adop- 
tion of the Law on the Land, the cadastre will have the 
first and final say. According to Khristo Papazov, an 
expertin the Ministry of Agriculture, the cadastral charts 
and plans define the areas of the individual settlements 
and help to determine how much land was lost and by 
what percentage it should be reduced when it 1s distrib- 
uted. All the land included in the agricultural cadastre 
has quality indicators, which will be used by the land 
commissions tn distributing the land to the owners. The 
Draft Law on the Cadastre notes that this constitutes a 
good foundation for land use. It will begin when a 
sufficient number of owners have been registered by the 
municipalities. Special land-use groups will solve, on a 
comprehensive and competent basis, all of the problems 
of the land-use plan. The planning will be consistent with 
the wishes and interests of the people, and, at the same 
time, the distribution of land will be based on contem- 
porary scientific methods and technical facilities. The 
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Dratt Law on Land Use considers such matters in detail 
and, following its adoption by the Grand National 
Assembly, will become the legal foundation for land 
reform. 


Following the structuring of the land, the cadastre, as 
stipulated in the draft law, will reregister Ownership, 
make certain corrections, and straighten out errors. The 
charts and plans will also reflect the potential of each 
field tor growing the proper crop. The final objective is 
to develop an integral information system: Everyone 
should know what he owns, the quality of his land, and 
the opportunities made possible by ownership. The 
information and the data will be used in the implemen- 
tation of a more accurate socioeconomic policy. 


Cadastral Records 
91BA0489B Sofia 168 CHASA in Bulgarian 5 Mar 91 p 13 


[Article by Milko Stefanov: “The Central Cadastre 
Cannot Tell the Field Owners” 


[Text] The central cadastre of the Ministry of Construc- 
tion, Architecture, and Public Works has no documents 
Or maps proving individual land ownership. 


Eng. Iliya Dimitrov, deputy chairman, reported that, of 


late, there has been an increasing number of petitions 
and requests, submitted by people who believe that the 
cadastre could help them to regain possession of their 
fields. However, this is far from being the case. 


It is true that the central cadastre includes the old 
cadastral and reallocation plans for the 1939-47 period, 
drafted at that time at the request of the water syndi- 
cates. Although they do not cover the entire country, 
they describe in detail the cadastral situation in 700 
settlements along the valleys of the Maritsa and Mesta 
Rivers; in the Pazardzhik and Plovdiv areas: 1n northern 
Bulgaria; in the Zlatiyata, Lom, and Vidin; and in other 
places. 


If any given owner can find his way in these charts and 
plans and locate his own field, he would be able to 
compute its size in decares and determine who his 
neighbors were. This is possible provided that such 
cadastres are compared by municipality with tax records 
because the name of the owner matches the number of 
the lot. That is why the central cadastre permits the use 
of its documentation by the territorial cadastres, which, 
according to current laws, could provide services to the 
citizens. The latter would be able to compare the old 
with the new plans and submit legal and other docu- 
ments and, with the help and the agreement of the 
municipal land commissions, prove their Ownership 
rights. 


Furthermore, the 1939-47 cadastre may also be used in 
estimating the areas that had been cultivated but are now 
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been wasted under buildings, roads, and canals, and thus 
determine the reduced percentage of the land that will be 
returned. 


The central cadastre also has the original maps of 1954- 
56 for some settlement areas. According to Mr. Dim- 
itrov, they could determine much more accurately and 
prove the existence of the former boundaries of each 
settlement and be used in the case of disputes. With the 
return of the land, one should, in principle, also restore 
the basic territorial-administrative unit—the land sur- 
rounding a settlement. This land will be divided, and it is 
for this land that the citizens will file their claims. 


Therefore, the entire documentation will be passed on to 
the territorial cadastres, which will work together with 
the municipal land commissions that will settle all argu- 
ments and misunderstandings. 


Draft Foreign Investment Law Viewed 


Introduction 


Y)BA04484 Sofia DELOVI SVYAT in Bulgarian 
25 Mar YI pl 


{Introduction to three articles presenting the views of 
three Grand National Assembly representatives on the 
Draft Foreign Investment Law: “Draft Law on Foreign 
Investments Returned for Further Work Although 
Praised...”] 


[Text] The initial draft law on foreign investments was 
tempting but of short duration. The reaction ranged 
from praise that the draft is “one of the most liberal” to 
the claim that, according to the suggested text, Bulgaria 
iS “a fenced yard.” Such was the range between admira- 
tion and rejection of the well-intentioned discussion of 
the draft law by the VNS [Grand National Assembly] 
Commission for Economic Policy. In the final account, 
the draft was returned by the commission to the Council 
of Ministers, which had submitted it, so that it might 
take into consideration the remarks of the members of 
parliament and the experts. Following are some views on 
the draft law given especially to DELOVI SVYAT. 


Commission Chairman 


Y1BAV44S8B Sofia DELOVI SVYAT in Bulgarian 
25 Mar 91 p 3 


{Comment by Petur Bashikarov, national representative 
of the Bulgarian Socialist Party, BSP, and chairman of 
the subcommission on foreign economic relations at the 
Grand National Assembly: “The Extent of Liberaliza- 
tion Must Take Into Consideration Specific Economic 
Conditions” | 


[Text] The principal merit of the suggested draft law ts 
its emphatically liberal system. Let us add to the positive 
aspects of the draft law the legal security provided to 
foreign investors, profit transfer guarantees, and so 
forth. Bulgaria is a small country, and the liberalization 


ECONOMIC 31 


trend of our economy is objectively predetermined. At 
the same time, however, the extent of liberalization 
should take into consideration the specific nature of 
specific economic conditions, the condition of the real 
economy and the trends of its restructuring, and the 
competitiveness of Bulgarian industry. 


Hence, the main problem of the draft law. The liberal- 
izing of foreign investments 1s taking place under spe- 
cific economic circumstances: nonconvertibility of the 
national currency, inadequate price levels, serious eco- 
nomic difficulties facing our population. 


Foreign investments should be considered a favorable 
condition for conversion to a market economy. A guar- 
antee for the success of this transition should be sought, 
above all, in the accelerated adaptation of the national 
economic structures to market conditions. That is why 
the law on foreign investments should be consistent not 
only and essentially with current needs but also with the 
long-term strategic interests of the country. 


The view of the members of the subcommission on 
foreign economic relations is that it would be expedient 
to determine the priority sectors in which foreign invest- 
ments would enjoy not only a liberal regime but also 
certain preferences in terms of taxes, property rights, and 
so forth. It is also necessary to define the type of 
economic activities in which we should rely mainly on 
the action of local caprtal. 


Clearly, the future law on foreign investments should 
also guarantee priority in the use of local manpower 
considering the now seeming unemployment 


SDS Representative 
9]B4A0448C Sofia DELOVI SVYAT in Bulgarian 
25 Mar 91 p 3 


{Comment by Krasen Stanchev, national representative 
of the Union of Democratic Forces. SDS, at the Grand 
National Assembly: “Any Concession Should Be the 
Subject of a Separate Law” } 


[Text] In my view, in its abstract aspect, the draft law on 
foreign investments does not make any particular sense 
The only stipulation that probably is of interest to 
Western investors 1s the possibility of freely exchanging 
their profits in leva for hard currency (article 10 of the 
draft law). However. this could be settled with another 
law, as well. If a law is passed on foreign investments, 
however, 111s my deep conviction that it should be based 
on a certain concept of priority areas for foreign invest- 
ments. Otherwise, the protection of investments could 
be settled with bilateral treaties. 


If we accept the concept of priority areas for foreign 
investments, we should begin by finding a basic point: 
there should be some agency that would protect foreign 
investments and deal with their allocation. Such agencies 
have been set up in many countries, such as Turkey and 
South Korea 
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In this case, however, we need two other things: protec- 
tion of the national capital (if it exists) and resources and 
a special tax treatment applicable to said priority areas. 


In my view, the question of the possibility of foreign 
investments on the Bulgarian Black Sea shelf could be 
settled either with a separate general law on concessions 


or with a separate law for each concession. To the best of 


my knowledge, such was the practice 45 or 46 years ago. 
This matter 1s quite important because the current draft 
and the working agreement on the study of the shelf are 
not based on the traditions of, shall we say. West 
European legislation. The same guarantees are nol pro- 
vided on informing the public on the cleanliness of the 
Studies, accident procedures, and so on, of the enter- 
prises owned by those same companies, Operating not in 
the Black Sea but in the North Sea, let us say. How 1s this 
problem to be settled? According to the draft law. the 
rights on the Black Sea shelf have been delegated in their 
totality to the Council of Ministers. This is hardly always 
efficient, although, considering the present situation of a 
parliamentary standoff, 1t may seem quite convenient. In 
my view, each concession should be the subject of a 
Separate law. 


BSP Representative 
Y1]BAV0448D Sofia DELOVI SVYAT in Bulgarian 
25 Mar 91 p3 


{Comment by Ivan Dimitrov, national representative of 


the Bulgarian Socialist Party. BSP, at the Grand 
National Assembly: “Capitals Will Come Only in the 
Case of Joint Investments” ] 


[Text] What surprises me in the draft law on toreign 
investments 1s that the investments are considered sep- 
arately. In this respect, the draft law cannot yield a large 
number of foreign investments because the businessmen 
will be concentrating exclusively on small enterprises. 
inasmuch as no foreigner would risk developing on 
Bulgarian territory significant capacities. using nothing 
but his own funds. The huge amount of expected capital 
could come to Bulgaria only through joint investments. 
Joint investments involve Bulganan capital and Bul- 
garian participants. This 1s a guarantee for the creation 
of production facilities that, under Bulgarian conditions 
and the conditions of the market surrounding Bulgaria. 
would be effective. Everyone is very familar with the 
fact that the investment itself represents the “small 
responsibility.” while the commodity resulting trom 
such investments and its marketing 1s the “big responsi- 
bility.” In all cases, wherever the investment 1s, a local 
market must be secured and, only then, a foreign market. 
Ordinarily, the export of a given commodity in excess of 
60 percent is an exception. All of this has not been taken 
into consideration in the draft law. for which reason | 
Support the view that we need a general law on invest- 
ments, with a section that would regulate and guarantee 
investments made by foreigners. My experience in this 
area indicates that the investment process should not be 
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divided into local and external but be one and the same 
for Bulgarian and foreign participants alike. 


The second question 1s that of introducing a system of 
permits for foreign investments. A system of permits 
must be established for significant projects related to the 
utilization of significant natural resources, and so forth. 
However, it should not be said that a system of permits 
is introduced in general even for most basic investments. 
There should be a certain limit. 


The draft law does not indicate the privileges enjoyed by 
foreign investors related to taxation, the repayment of 
loans and guarantees from the viewpoint of import and 
export fees, and so forth. At the moment, such matters 
are regulated by a number of legal acts and Council of 
Ministers resolutions. This creates an unfavorable 
impression among foreigners. I believe that their fear 
will be increased by the draft law as it 1s at present. 


Enterprise Oil To Start Offshore Prospecting 


{1 /605161691 Sotia DEMOKRATSIY4 in Bulgarian 
1] May 91 p? 


[Report by Yana Georgieva] 


{Text} Enterprise Oil is one of the six companies that 
won the competition and obtained licenses to prospect 
for and produce petroleum and natural gas on Bulgarian 
territory. On 10 May. the company signed an agreement 
to lease a second concession—a sector near Cape 
Kaliakra that includes part of the Black Sea shelf and the 
adjoining coast. 


The company will make a risk investment of $10-15 
million during the first five vears of the prospecting 
period. If the results of the test drillings prove to be 
positive, the Bulgarian side will participate as an equal 
partner both in the investment (which will increase to 
$150-200 million) and in the profits. 


HUNGARY 


Environmental Policy, Situation Criticized 


YICHOSSYC Budapest FIGYELO in Hungarian 
4 Apr Yl pp 1, 27 


[Article by Dr. Miklos Bulla: “Beautiful New World” ] 


[Text] Has there been a turnaround in environmental pro- 
tection, or in the political intent on how to treat the 
environment, the precondition for environmental protec- 
tion? No, there has been no turnaround! Soil contamination 
at Nagyteteny and Kazincbarcika, the fact that they were 
unable to add a one-forint per liter contribution to the price 
of gasoline for the environmental fund, and the fact that 
funding for environmental projects as a proportion of the 
national income has declined ('), even along with with a 
30-percent inflation rate, can attest to that 
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In terms of economic policy, environmental protection is 
sull not regarded as a priority 


In a manner similar to the tunding of education and 
health care, the principle of “whatever remains” prevails 
(prevailed) relative to the financing of environmental 
protection. Intervention thus serves the after the fact 
abatement of damages and they are unable to keep in 
Step with the deterioration of the environment. 


Steps taken thus far to establish a market economy 
Served economic purposes Only, and not those of the 
environment and the protection of the environment. 
Neither taxes, nor prices, nor the credit system support 
environmental protection investments, the replacement 
of technologies which pollute the environment, and the 
production and consumption of products friendly to the 
environment 


By now. the pollution of the environment restricts 
opportunities for economic development. It increases 
production costs, water resources are becoming increas- 


ingly more costly. and so 1s the deteriorating quality of 


arable land and the damage caused to forest areas. The 


polluted environment deteriorates the marketability of 


our agricultural and tood industry products, and Hun- 
gary S power to altract foreign tourism. 


Gone With the Wind 


As compared to other countries, Hungary's arable land 
area 1s singularly large. It amounts to 88 percent, and 
three-fourths of that has been cultivated. During the past 
decade agricultural land use has significantly decreased 
by about 350,000 hectares. Deterioration of the land, not 
the shrinkage of the cultivated land area represents the 
threat 


Physical degradation, deterioration of the soil structure 
and of water resources, 1s the consequence of huge tracts 
ot land and the corresponding agricultural technology 
which uses heavy machinery. This method of land culti- 
vation disregards microtopographical and water flow 
conditions. The resultant erosion caused by water dam- 
ages 2.3 million hectares of (mountainous and hilly) land 
area, and erosion caused by the wind (deflation) 
threatens an additional 1.4 millon hectares of land. 
According to estimates, an annual volume of 100 million 


cubic meters of soil, and thereby 1.5 million tons of 


organic material, 1s destroyed annually in these areas 
The lack of organic material, biological degradation, 
cannot be offset by fertilizing. 


The rate by which the acid content of the soil has 
increased has accelerated during the past decade or 
decade and a halt, and has become one of the most 
dangerous degradation processes. Toxic heavy metals 


become dissolved below the critical 4.5 pH acid level, 
these then may be absorbed by plants and may poison 
people who consume those plants. They also destroy the 
microorganisms which create soil 
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Within agglomeration zones, in the vicinity of various 
industrial establishments (power plants, iron and alu- 
minum foundries, chemical plants, etc.) the ever 
increasing contamination of the soil veils some add- 
tional accumulated threats. One finds multiple heavy 
metal concentrations; along main roads the measurable 
lead concentration 1s between ten and one hundred umes 
larger than in naturally pure soil 


Unpurified Waters 


Ninety-five percent of the water that flows in Hungary's 
large rivers comes from abroad, and ts already polluted 
before entering the country. That water is turther pol- 
luted in Hungary. As a result of installing new sewage 
treatment capacities and of modernizing industrial and 
agricultural water management systems the organic 
material load of water has decreased by 15 percent. and 
pollution caused by oil and tats has been cut by almost 
half. On the other hand, the ammonium and mineral salt 
content has increased. On top, pollution caused by heavy 
metals, nitrates, phosphates. various yolvents and oil 
derivatives cannot be removed at all, or can be removed 
only to an insufficient extent as a result of existing 
purification technologies 


Due to the lack of drainage or sewage treatment in 
built-up areas, ground water at the depth of 20 meters 
has become polluted to an extent that it is no longer 
potable. About 65 percent of our water reserves 1s no 
longer natuarally protected from surtace pollution. Due 
to the deterioration of water quality, wells producing 
150,000 cubic meters of potable water per day had to be 
abandoned. 

Municipal public water supplies have been developed 
faster than public sewage networks for years. While 2.7 
millon housing units are connected to public water 
supplies. only 1.6 million housing units are linked to 
public sewage lines. About 11.000 kilometers of public 
sewage lines and facilities capable of treating 2.3 million 
cubic meters of sewage per day do not exist. More than 
700 municipalities have no public water supplies. Public 
health hazards caused by nitrate (and other) pollution 
exist in almost 600 of these 


One finds objectionable air quality in “only” somewhat 
more than |! percent of the country’s area. on the other 
hand, almost halt of the country’s population lives 
within this area. Each year about 800.000 tons of dust, 
ash, and soot, almost 300,000 tons of nitroxide and 1.3 
million tons of sulphur dioxide are released in the au 
One should add to this hydrocarbon and lead pollution 
caused primarily by vehicular trattic. Between 40 and 50 
percent of the air pollution originates trom industry 
35-40 percent from vehicular traffic. and about 20 
percent from heating 


Children With Asthma 


In settlements where the air is polluted, and in the more 
polluted areas of Budapest. the frequency of occurrences 
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of harmtul health detenorations charactermstic of chal- consists of green areas available tor public use, but the 
dren 1s four times that of the average occurrence. The condition of plants 1s deteriorating 


rate of bronchitis suffered by the adult population in 
. : > j t) , . . 7 tie ‘ j_ 5 > nD 
these areas 18 triple that of the average. Occurrences of Noise pollution caused by trattic attects 60-65 percent of 


respiratory wihma in} Bud Ipest more th in do ibled ciuy residents. Un a national scaiec the pereentage iS 
; aa ai Li ite i aaaynren ‘ if i tite uit ss i . - . . . 
mina —_ } . loo } ' 52-55. Nous reated Dv in Strial estaDdlushments affects 
during the past decade. But people are not the only - ESE CEL SIEN industrial estal iments atler 
= , . . Y . . ; = , thet 
endangered species oniy 2-4 percent of the populace, Dut this effect 1s 


concentrated in certain areas 
Thus tar, 40 plant species and IS animal species Nave , : 
a 7 . , Measured on an international scale. Hungary's waste 
vanished in Hungary. and more than 100,000 species j a : 
. } . yroduction 1s high, and th le of waste ulilization is 
(between ) and 3 pe rcent of all species in Hungary \ have proaguction | } g and the dle « ASte ullilZza } 


’ y ‘ . 
: . iq) rou n3 fe Th iM Non tons yy waste pNro- 
been endangered. Species are greatly endangered partic- row. ADOut Rall OF tn ee ee ee vee 
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duced each vear (5 million tons of which ts hazardous 


' 1 
ula 1% n ine \ Ctl 1t\ OT hares Cities . . 
Waste) 1S ulllized, and this constitutes adoutl 5 percent ol 
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. ; _ } yon >| 7, | wintrie 
ural torests, marshes, bogs. and various kinds of of recycling in developed countries 


meadows and g land are becoming increasingly 


rc 
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Each vear almost 4 million tons of hazardous waste 1s 


vyry 


4! . i nil . . 7 } . r Tal, 
smalier Sand and loess prairies, slopes covered by steppe ; . * se 
: , , ' produc cd. Of this volume, the disposal of 3.- milhor 

grass, and dry turf are shrinking more and more ; aa , cel 
- - tons of red mud iS aceepladk Handling of the remaining 


. } — ine Scr oth - Vo\ay . sete 2 ! th eT. 
Aimost IS percent of the country’s area is covered by 1.8 millon tons of hazardous waste, actually the post 


hol ponement of the problem by storing this waste tn tem 
torests. Although the torest area, including plantations iia ' , 


. . > ~~ 4, hy oe 
. . . . +} > ; wrary CONtaine®rs may he Viewed as Aaving vee n 
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ess than 
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“The way autonomous local governmental bodies 


manage enterprises must be discontinued so that these 


1993. This will 


firms become corporations by | January 
clanty the Ownership situation, and the enterprises will 
Operate in a Structure suited to allract capital 


“The exercise of ownership nghts regarding state enter- 
prise property must be clarified. The committee recom- 
mended that a new institution called the State Share 
Institute should be established to deal with enterprises 
which continue to operate under long-term state Owner- 
ship, and with the state’s ‘ownership’ of parts of enter- 
prises. The institute would act as the ultimate owner and 
would operate under state supervision. This 

would also act as what could be called the owner of state 


nstitute 


holding corporations to be organized Dy the state 


“The third, and perhaps most substantial clement of the 
national privatization Strategy, iS a decision regarding 
the choice of enterprises which should remain 100 per- 
cent State-owned in the long term, and the enterprises u 


. sch ' > the, ta he — . r = 
which property, the majorty of which 1s state or nationa 


property, needs to be protected. In this Cgard inc 
committee made the following recommendation 

The “4 »\ CT THe | sn ild ‘ rean ~ ’ . ft) ~ SI ic 
holding corporations tO manage enterprise property t 
he owned by the state in the long term. The situation 1s 
different regarding the management of enterprise prop- 
erty which remains State property only temporarily. The 
State Prope Agency should continue to pertorm this 
tunctuion pursuant to its exrsting authority 

According Ine AVI iState Py perty Agency} would 
COT I “es lo p> rs ie tT) Pe | il I ind WwW Li 3) ‘ a ta 

eously assign under contra nanagement rights ‘ 
enterprise property st ned by the State to ¢ peling 
property managers. Contract award w d be made 
the basis of Competitive D dding Itisimpossib nak 
a rigid distinction between prival ition and properts 


_— ne 
if the cabinet accepted a privatization Strategy 
tramework ! which the mwmnersn DD »? narts ? ry! % 
subject to Privatization in the various enterprises was 


» r’ 4 ry » , 4 ‘Ff > 
specified, and t ated decisions were 


AVI 


. reiane ’ reat . , , 1 , no “: , ’ rary 
Hi dl xg COrpora ns nanaeg ne P-iCTMmM Slate Pro 


these corporations cot 


1 
power within individual branches of industry. Holding 


Cor rations will not tunct na ne the < t o 
mdust . hranches roh . ding ‘ rp ral \ hy 
— i, ' ’ + i 
ssigned a mixed PACK ARC r ownership lL ndoubted 
b . ? , , . | ’ , . . ‘ 
tnis I Cp Was “" ins . ni iA. ” ue Ww A n 
some. On the other hand. just think of the pow tha 
\ 7 j h va nir ’ ton tin ree ih Ldisneo rr g " ry 
WOUTL CL vA . iraied in a Tinancia MUINE & ie’ ol Lit 
which manages nothing but bank stock owned Dy U 
Stale 
\ cording \ ther is Me nr ed Te «1 rh gh | in +} 
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~~) 
an 


within an accelerated privatization process. An indepen- 
dent institution would De interested in its Own « ontinued 


. 


survival rather than in privatization which destroys the 


property manager's existential foundation 

“Concerns about the rapid pace of privatizing the huge 
Slate enterprise property. and claims thal Dy necessity 
such privatization must lake place Siowly, are cxagger- 
riunal ihe property al issue tS NOT SO greal 


to r 
toe C) { [ APE LAE ECEIA EY cat pt 4 


In several enterprises laDilities COMe ClOSe Lo the worth 


of the prope e¢.. the creditors and not the state are 
the real owners. Bul we aiso propose new ways to 
accelerate Dp al tT 

Rapid privatization of between 300 and 400 small state 


enterprises can be accomplished on a decentralized 


basis. Taken together. these enterprises also represent a 
significant property value. In these instances, privatiza- 
ion would be conducted under contract by one of the 
Apert appraiser and consulting firms chosen by the 
enterprise to be privatized. and not by the AVU. Quite 


naturali,. the experts would have to observe certain 
by law and 


condi OnS ind ruUICS presi DCU OY the AVI 


AS discussed » last week's rssue of FIGYELO, the 


committee de ped some guide figures as an example 
clative lo reducing the stale wnership ratio below SO 
percent by 1994. and increasing the foreign Ownership 
ratio up to 25 percent. We have been attacked Dy some 
for doing so. but the interesting thing about this ts that 
we are in trouble one way or another, regardless of 
vhether we provide t provide guide figures. The 
ruth is that the financial means by which this goal can be 
hic he that can be spent on the 
p is r si prope»°rts sin ihe pe ckels of potential 
nvesiors Rut state also has certain ways by which it 
n establis! nd ns under which the goals of priva- 
) Saccep yt the indemnification law 
ts present form may De as ‘ danger. Although 
Ihe suance rT emnifical n uuchers would repre- 
sent supplemental demand and as such could enhance 
- il it S ‘ case uf former owners 
prep s ghts regarding State property sub- 
ect to privatizat Privatization would be slowed 
down tremendously under such conditions. In its present 
torm, the legis proposal on indemnification pro- 
des for the latter situation. The smaller problem as 
ympared to the larger one would be that the Hungarian 
and main foreign caprtalists willing to invest real 
capital Ww ! : \ egzarding this matte 


Foundations, Nonprofit Sector Analyzed 
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(if it is at all possible to track such financial transac- 
tions). From the standpoint of tax auditors it is fair to 
demand that individual business transactions be 
approved in advance, or be the subjects of decisions by a 
body or the board of trustees, and that such decisions be 
reflected in written documents. In the event that a 
foundation does not have a board of trustees, one may 
still expect the signatures of at least two persons taking 
action with respect to financial transactions. 


It would be in the interest of both parties (the audited and 
the auditor) if a “collection” of precedents of general 
applicability would be made available to the persons 
involved, if, for example, court decisions, positions would 


evolve that could serve as precedents. The Association of 


Hungarian Foundations or the Foundation Center could 
play a significant role in publishing such material and 
disseminating the same to interested persons. 


A separate institutional form (which is not an indepen- 
dent legal entity and is not a holder of assets of record) 
has been devised for foundations and for other similar 
commitments voluntarily performed in the public 
interest in order to serve the public good without using 
State budgeted funds and without a profit making pur- 
pose. The function of these organizations 1s to realize 
goals agreed upon by smaller or larger groups of people. 


Institutional Form Authorized by Public Law 


The state could assist the functioning of foundations by 
doing more than introducing economic regulatory and 
supportive legal provisions. Relevant state admunistra- 
tive offices could provide functional support to the 
realization of specific goals by providing the needed 
informational background, by stimulating the establish- 
ment of foundations through the infrastructural support 
of their activities or perhaps in the “inheritance of the 
foundation assets” if it was proven that a foundation's 
public interest goals were not accomplished, or if the 
foundation withered. 


Definition of the goal of a foundation, to be followed by 
the establishment of the foundation, could be made 
spontaneously, or could be stimulated by a given profes- 
sion. (Disregarding organizing efforts to establish foun- 
dations which took place to take advantage of tax 
benefits, and as a result of opportunities that were 
available in the absence of a law governing nonprofit 
organizations. ) 


A local, case specific, spontaneous initiative may satisfy 
a local need, or a need which 1s likely to evoke interest 
also in broader circles. Insofar as the functional organi- 
zations of state administration “discover” and publicize 


the public interest goals they wish to and are capable of 


financing, together with the amount of financing avail- 
able, they could define either directly or in a latent 
manner the public interest goals and tasks which await 
support. They could enhance the definition and tnstitu- 
tionalizing process of foundation goals by way of direct 
announcements or by indirectly publicizing their 
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funding plans. Moreover, state administrative agencies 
should be able to use public funds for the establishment 
of foundations. 


Unfortunately, foundations authorized by public law 
constitute an institutional form unfamiliar in Hungarian 
practice. It would be by all means necessary to accom- 
modate this practice and to frame appropriate legal 
provisions either as part of the law to govern nonprofit 
Organizations, or though separate provisions which 
would govern foundations established by public law, o1 
by further developing the institutional form of public 
bodies. 


The Use of Public Funds 


Recognizing the situation in which Hungarian society 
and the economy now finds itself and its capacity to 
contribute funds, there should be no doubt that once 
again, public funds administered by the state as well as 
State assets should play a role in further developing the 
nonprofit sector. This could take place by recognizing 
either the form of foundations authorized by public law, 
or the QUANGO organizational form (see: KOZGAZ- 
DASAGI SZEMLE No. 1, 1991, Eva Kuti: “Opportuni- 
ties for Nonprofit Operations in Hungary.) 


Incidentally, the two designations refer to similar insti- 
tutional forms which utilize part of the state’s assets 
(public funds), but satisfy public purpose nonprofit goals 
under the direction of a body or a board of trustees (even 
if that takes place in the form of an enterprise). These 
organizations should be supervised and controlled by the 
State Accounting Office, and quite naturally, the contri- 
bution and support provided to these foundations 
should represent tax benefits or should be tax exempt. 


Several of our national institutions funded through the 
state budget could assume this institutional form (Hun- 
garian Academy of Science, Hungarian Television, Hun- 
garian Radio), which should not mean of course the 
withdrawal of regular state support from foundations 
established under public law. It would be appropriate to 
establish as soon as possible the legislative background 
for this organizational form. It could provide an oper- 
ating framework for example in the field of culture to the 
Hungarian film industry (Hungarian Motion Picture 
Foundation) and to the evolving Fund for the Arts, and 
an opportunity to rethink the legislative drafting work 
concerning the National Fund for Culture. 


Ministry Unveils National Housing Policy 


Local Governments’ New Role 


YICHOSSSA Budapest MAGYAR HIRLAP 
in Hungarian 13 Apr 91 pl 


{Article by Sz. Zs.: “National Housing Policy Complete: 
Only the Owners Are Permitted To Raise Rents” | 


[Text] Developed by six ministries, the National 
Housing Policy Concept is now complete. Ministerial 
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commissioner Reka Nyitray who coordinated and served 
as professional staff director to the consultative body 
said that the new housing law may take effect as early as 
1 January 1992, 


In the future, local autonomous governmental bodies 


will be given authority to decide whether on the basis of 


local conditions they need to build housing units and to 
choose among housing units to be built. Citizens will also 
have an opportunity to choose. 


According to the concept, the state would not leave 
either the citizens or the local authorities to their own, 
but would provide assistance in several steps of housing 
construction. The state would play an initial role in 
preparing the building lot, along with the local govern- 
mental bodies. 


As planned, citizens who prepared themselves for the 
establishment of a new home by saving funds in advance 
(deductible from the tax base) would enjoy an advantage. 
This is because the state will provide credit to persons 
constructing or purchasing housing in proportion to the 
amount saved. Applicants for mortgage loans must 
commit themselves to making installment payments 
amounting to not more than 25 percent of the family’s 
net income. First year interest rates would be set between 
3 and 5 percent. Thereafter, payments on equity would 
be indexed according to average nominal wages, and 
interest payments would be periodically increased by 
amounts corresponding to the increases in the consumer 
price index. If real wages fell behind expected levels. 
situations could evolve in which citizens were unable to 
repay their mortgage loans. In such instances, the state 
would once again intervene, and would assume respon- 
sibility for repaying part of the remainder of the 30 to 
35-year loan. The state budget would also provide ben- 
efits to financial institutions which took part in housing 
mortgage lending. Local governments would provide 
help to young people and to people with large families. 


[here are 3.9 million housing units in Hungary. Twenty- 
two percent of these, about 840,000 units are rental 
apartments. Occupants have already purchased 700,000 
of these. 


Many decided to purchase their apartments in order to 
avoid paying high rental fees, but there is no authority 
today which could raise housing rental fees. The plan 
does not even mention the concept of “raising” rental 
fees. On the other hand, it states that new rental fees may 
be established after the rehabilitation of housing blocks 
and after the modernization and provision of increased 
service levels in housing units. Only the prevailing owner 
of housing units may raise rental fees. The legislative 
proposal defines only the minimum housing rental fee, 
an amount that includes construction costs and amorti- 
Zalion. 
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New Property Relations 
YICHOSSSB Budapest NEPSZABADSAG in Hungarian 
1Y Apr Yl pp 1, 4 


[Article by Sandor Rege: “National Discussion Paper: 
Housing Assets—New Order of Ownership” ] 


{Text} A national discussion paper on housing policy has 
been completed. The more than 60-page-long plan 
describes the fate of some 900,000 rental housing units 
and of their occupants. It defines principles for estab- 
lishing new housing units and related credit terms, and 
outlines the future of Hungarian housing assets after the 
vear 2000. 


The document begins with a description of tasks 
involved in the temporary reform of rental housing 
management. State-owned rental housing units managed 
by councils would soon become local government prop- 
erty. But the new owners could truly exercise their rights 
only if central regulatory action were discontinued. 
Placing rental housing management on a self-financing 
basis will be accompanied by a significant increase in 
housing rental fees. To avoid placing a mass of people 
into impossible situations, those in need should receive 
social welfare support. 


Local governments may establish rental conditions for 
housing units based on overall rules promulgated by the 
central government. A comprehensive housing rental fee 
reform will be needed in places where rent income lags 
substantially behind maintenance expenditures. One 
method to accomplish this would be the establishment of 
a rental fund composed of part of the rental fees col- 
lected in proportion to the worth of the various housing 
units. Thus, the amount to be expended for renewal 
purposes could be regrouped in a flexible manner. The 
other part of the rental fees would cover current 
expenses. Housing rental fees may be contractually 
reduced in the event that lessees and communities of 
lessees performed part of the minimum maintenance 
tasks themselves, or if they were able to find an entre- 
preneur who performed maintenance work at a lower 
cost than the maintenance organization selected by the 
local government. 


Rental housing maintenance organizations may be non- 
profit housing enterprises established by local govern- 
ments. (Residents have some distressing past experience 
in this regard.) Another method would be to select from 
among profit oriented, competing maintenance organi- 
zations on the basis of competitive bidding. The sale of 
rental housing units should be regulated in due regard to 
the market value of such housing units. This would 
clearly involve an increase in selling prices. Rules for 
requisitioning, distributing and acquiring housing units 
will be established everywhere by the local governments 
having jurisdiction. Within their own decisionmaking 
authority, local governments may allocate from the total 
number of housing units a certain part for social welfare 
housing purposes. The future overall housing law will 
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regulate the method and period applicable to the termi- 
nation of leases, but local governments may restrict the 
exercise of the lessor’s right to terminate a lease in favor 
of the lessees. Local governments will not be able to 
refuse to restrict the right to terminate a lease as long as 
interest groups demand that this right be restricted. The 
law does not provide prerogatives with respect to con- 
tinued leasehold in the event of the lessee’s death, or if 
the lessee surrenders the housing units or with respect to 
cases involving support agreements. Regarding these 
cases the local government may establish an advance 
lessee’s right based on the principle of the freedom to 
contract. With respect to presently existing contracts this 
right is secured by law in favor of children, parents and 
spouses. A spouse does not become a colessee by virtue 
of marriage Or as a result of moving in. A sublease may 
be established only with the concurrence of the owner. 


The concept deals separately with personally owned 
housing construction and purchase. As of today, the 
price of an average housing unit amounts 17 years worth 
of average wages. The present system of mortgage 


lending is not suited to support the acquisition of 


housing. Under the new financing system persons who 
construct or purchase housing would have to commit a 
maximum of 25 percent of their net family income in the 
first year for purposes of making installment payments. 
These amounts would include interest payments ata rate 
of between 3 and 5 percent. After the first year install- 
ment payments would be increased annually consistent 
with the average increase of the nominal wage index, 
while payments on the outstanding equity would be 


increased annually according to the inflation index. If 


increases in real wages would tall behind projected levels 
in the long term, situations could occur in which a 
mortgage loan scheduled to be paid off during a fixed 
term of for example 30-35 years could not be paid off. In 
Such cases, in the event that an outstanding mortgage 
amount exists after the maturity of the mortgage loan, 
the state budget would finance the outstanding amount 


Under present conditions of income, a family with an 
average ability to make payments could commit itself to 
an &00,000-forint loan to be paid off in monthly install- 


ments of 5,000 forints. Banks engaged in this kind of 


dual index mortgage lending could receive benefits in the 
framework of profit taxes. The new mortgage lending 
system would be based on market foundations, this, 
however, would not rule out the possibility of providing 
State subsidies. On the other hand, the subsidy system 
must also be reconsidered. Elements of the new, central 
Subsidy system may include the following: social welfare 
Subsidies, interest payment subsidies to entrepreneurs 
engaged in housing construction, and tax benetits. Nev- 
ertheless, it will also be necessary to establish local 
subsidy systems. 


The discussion paper States that it 1s in the most elemen- 
tary, long-term interest of the country to prevent for- 
eigners from buying real estate, and especially from 
acquiring housing units. In the authors’ view, the legal 
and economic implications of selling state-owned rental 
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housing units Should be reviewed immediately, even on 
a retroactive basis. It appears from the above that the 
discussion paper will face heavy resistance on part of 
citizens and interest groups, nevertheless, a future law 
may be the result of a consensus only. 


Culture Minister Comments on Subsidy for Press 


YICHOSSOB Budapest TALLOZO in Hungarian No 12, 
2? Mar YI pp 547-548 


{Interview with Bertalan Andrasfalvy, minister of cul- 
ture and education, by Maria Albert; place and date not 
given: “Andrastalvy Does Not Give Up”: reprinted from 
KURIR, 15 March—first two paragraphs are TALLOZO 
introduction | 


[Text] Lists, and resulting protests, appeared last week. 
The reason was the 100 million forints in subsidies for 
cultural papers. This had to be divided between 204 
applicants, because this was the number of applications 
submitted to the Ministry of Culture and Education. 
Many think of themselves as “cultural papers,” although 
well-established magazines have been long defunct. 


The editor of the professional magazine A TANITO, 
founded by Eotvos, leaves Bertalan Andrasfalvy’s office 
with a bowed head. This press organ presently has a zero 
balance and now, as a victim of privatization, will be 
discontinued. The minister has no means at his disposal 
at the moment and cannot help. And what will happen to 
the other weeklies and magazines? 


[Andrasfalvy] There are still 170 millon torints that 
could be available tor helping these papers survive. The 
revenues which come from the sales of former MSZMP 
{Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party], 1-e.. MSZP [Hun- 
garian Socialist Party], papers were offered for public 
purposes, for supporting the cultural press, and for 
helping the talented and the socially disadvantaged. 
FIDESZ [Association of Democratic Youth] representa- 
tive Peter Molnar proposed to the Press Subcommittee 
of the parhament’s Cultural Committee to allocate this 
money now, together with the 100 million, on a compet- 
itive basis. 


[Albert] Yes, it would have been wiser to wait, more 
money would have been easier to manage well. 


| Andrastalvy] A different decision was made. According 
to one proposal, the entire 450 million should be added 
to the budget. However, the special committee's view 1s 
that this money should go into a foundation, the interests 
of which would suffice for the subsidies. A counterargu- 
ment to this is that we are in an emergency situation, 
most papers are published on credit although it 1s March 
already, and it will be too late in the fall to pay. Today's 
cultural policy, if there 1s such a thing, 1s that we will 
survive these one or two bad years. The 100 millon, 
which the board had, had to be handed over right away. 
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[Albert] | am convinced that it should not have been the 
cultural area where privatization and the market condi- 
tions were introduced. One has the strange feeling that 
while the newsstands are completely full, for instance, 
what 1S missing 1s good reading material. 


{Andrastalvy] A thousand papers are published. This ts 
certainly more than what the Hungarian market can 
bear. But, God forbid, that just a mere comment as to 
what 1s or 1s not needed and be made. The 170 million 
would be needed precisely to maintain competition 
between the cultural papers for another year, to be able 
to measure them with a greater certainty and justice. 
Those who from the little received a share say that this 
was a democratic board; those who did not are trying to 
connect the reyection with politics. In the case of the 270 
million, they could not discover a single trace of the 
judgment’s motives. The 90 numbers on the lottery 
ticket have 300 million combinations. This was a ticket 
with 204 numbers 


[Albert] The angriest, and most justified protests 
appeared in connection with the FILMVILAG. What 
will happen to the magazine? 


[Andrastalvy] The April issue is in the press; the editors 
received 200 million forints. they also have foundation 
money, but they will not have an easy year 


[Albert] The portfolio was criticized for not making the 
rules of competition clear enough 


{Andrastalvy] Competition has its basic ethics, no matter 
what the area 1s: theater, books, or newspapers. The 
competitor must write down what costs what, how much 
money there 1s, and it must be stated at the end what 1s 
missing. In this we were contronted with a lot of inexpe- 
rience, the FILMVILAG, tor instance, made the mistake 
of handing in its annual budget as an application 


[Albert] The porttolio’s representatives often mention 
that in other countries society plays a bigger role in 
financing culture. But please. in other countries the 
consumer of culture 1s not debilitated by the electric bill 
and the monthly bus pass 


(Andrastalvy] You are pertectly right in this. This is a 
transient situation, a rather miserable period, this is 
what better subsidies were to bridge in the case ot 
cultural papers, for instance. But we can perhaps agree 
that the value of culture in our lives 1s not proportionate. 
A book, a movie ticket. or a magazine cannot cost the 
same as a bottle of beer. We must decide soon whether 
culture 18 entertainment or a necessity and if it a neces- 
sity, then is it a token of ventures and successes in 
business? Mental and emotional nutrition 1s needed so 
that adverse psychic conditions will not become chain 
reactions, so that desperate mothers will not throw out 
their children. Culture 1s not a Supplement, meaning that 
first we create affluence and then we will have time to 
deal with culture. No! [tis the other way around, culture 
is needed so that we can create plenty 
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[Albert] Mr. Minister, on how many tronts are you 
fighting? 


[Andrastalvy] I am fighting all around. | am going 
through the most difficult period of my life. 


[Albert] Are you not giving up? 


{|Andrastalvy] No. Just as culture is not a supplement, 
my profession is not merely making a living and being 
content. 


POLAND 


Labor Situation in Krakow Voivodship Noted 


YIEPOF224 Krakow TYGODNIK MALOPOLSKA 
In Polish No 13, 31 Mar 91 p 6 


[Unattributed article: “Situation in the Labor Market of 
the City Vorvodship of Krakow” | 


[Text] 


Ihe Number and Breakdown of the Unemployed 


As of 28 February 1991, 22.972 people were unem- 
ployed. This was 1.384 people, or 6.4 percent, more than 
on 31 January 1991. Women continued to account for a 
high proportion of the unemployed—54.3 percent, sim- 
larly. unemployed clerical workers accounted tor 47 
percent. The share of those unemployed after group 


layofts increased from 17.7 to 18.3 percent. 


Women accounted tor 63 percent of the unemployed 
clerical workers, and 46 percent of the unemployed of 
worker professions. 


The above statistics apply to the voivodship and depend 

mainly on the rate of unemployment registered in Kra- 

kow’s Regional Labor Bureau, the share of which in the 

voivodship data was as follows: in December 1990— 

84.2 percent, in January of this year—84.9 percent, and 
) 


in February—85.2 percent of the total number of unem- 
ployed. 


The segment of the unemployed not entitled to benefits 
continued to grow from 15.1 percent of the total in 
January to 17.6 percent by the end of February, or by 
788 people 


There were no major changes in the breakdown of the 
unemployed by profession. Four professional groups— 
namely, technicians—26 percent, engineers—8.2_ per- 
cent, mechanics—4.8 percent, and electricians—i.7 per- 
cent—eaccounted for 41 percent of the total. The 
following were most numerous among the groups men- 
tioned: architects, construction engineers, and mechan- 
ical engineers—38 percent of the total of engineers; 
construction technicians, economists, and mechanics— 
40.7 percent of the entire group of technicians. 
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All the groups mentioned account tor 65.2 percent of the 
total; the size of the group of people without a profession 
remained large—24 percent. 


Out of 390 professions represented among the unem- 
ployed, almost 100 continued to be represented by 
isolated cases. This was also the case among worker 
professions—operators, craftsmen of new professions, 
construction workers, transportation workers, store- 
keepers, and so torth. There still were unemployed in the 
building trades: bricklayers—32: construction paint- 
ers—37-: welders—nine; and carpenters—20. 


Group Layoffs 


According to reporting data, in February of this year 45 
enterprises announced group lavotts of a total of 80S 
people, which together with the January data, amounts 

, 


to 1.487 people (in the same period of last vear, 13 
pezople were reported as laid off in groups). The lavotts 


were due to the liqzuidation of establishments. loss of 


leases for commercial or utility premises, economic and 
financial difficulties, and so on. 


The registered number of individuals laid off inthis 
manner increased trom 3,533 as of 31 December 1991 to 
4.213 as of 28 February 1991, or by 680 persons. 


Notifications of further expected group layotts were filed 
with regional labor bureaus. 


Number of Unemployed Graduates 


As of the end of 1991, the number of unemployed 
graduates. amounting to 4.052, was 129 people fewer 
than in January. Their share in the total number of the 
unemploved was 17.6 percent, or 1.8 percent lower than 
the January data 


Number of Offers of Employment 


On the average, there were 16 unemployed per one 
vacancy in the vorvodship in February: however, there 
were 41 women. and 95 people with clerical professions 
per one vacancy. The share of the unemployed tor whom 
there were no vacancies amounted to 94 percent. This 
signifies further deterioration because by the end of 
December 1990 this share was 82.5 percent. and in 
January 92 percent 


The greatest decline in the number of offers occurred in 
Krakow’s Regional Labor Bureau 


In the local bureaus which had had fewer offers, for 
example, in Myslenice. this condition continued. In turn, 
there was clearly a pickup in Proszowice: The Regional 
Police Command put in a request for 10 positions, and 
the private enterprise Premex tor 20 positions in con- 
struction trades. 


In Myslenice, all offers on file with the region came from 
private companies; they were for professions such as 
carpenter, plumber, welder, and so on 
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Professions in areas such as foreign trade (offers from the 
PPKiUK [State Cable and Cable Equipment Enterprise] 
Kabla, the PATT Company, and the Kielce Bank), 
distribution and services (Agricultural Academy, 
Rzeszow), cybernetics (PKS [State Motor Transport] 
Krakow). planning and financing (offer by the Krakow 
Poultry Farm in Niepolomice and the Lodzinski Com- 
pany), occasionally mechanical engineering (offer by 
Opakomet in Krakow), and a teaching position for a 
graduate of the Agricultural Academy (for the Agricul- 
tural School in Czernichow) prevailed among offers for 
college graduates. 


Publicly funded jobs were created with greater caution 
due to restricuons on such outlays. In the Myslenice 
Region, jobs by virtue of agreements signed last year 
were active. In the Krakow Region, the number of jobs 
by virtue of the agreements signed amounted to 39 in 
February of this year, out of which 20 were for handi- 
capped persons as guards in the Skawina Service Coop- 
erative of the Handicapped. In other units, there were 
between two and six jobs mainly tor metal craftsmen- 
welders, painters, and clectricians 


The Labor Fund 


In the first two months of 1991, the Labor Fund was 
mainly spent for: benefits tor the unemployed (including 
ZUS [Social Security Agency} contributions}-19,583 
million zlotys, or 86.5 percent of all expenditures; voca- 
tional training of minors—1.238 million zlotys, which 
amounted to 5.5 percent of all expenditures; loans to the 
unemployed to go into business—S559 million zlotys, 
which amounted to 2.5 percent of all expenditures: 
public funding tor jobs-—424 million zlotys. which 
amounted to 1.9 percent of all expenditures; training or 
retraining the unemployed—236 million, which 
accounted tor | percent of all expenditures; jobs for the 
handicapped—38! million zlotvs, which amounted to 
1.7 percent of all expenditures; equivalents for stu- 
dents—19S million zlotys, which amounted to 0.9 of 
total expenditures. 


\ total of 22.636 million zlotys was spent between the 
beginning of January and the end of February. 


YUGOSLAVIA 


Serbia Seizes Slovene, Croatian Firms 
YIBAOSI34 Lyubliana DELO In Slovene 27 Mar p 3 


[Article by Franc: Dove: “Slovene and Croatian 
Branches Are Turned Into Serbian Enterprises Over- 
night] 


[Text] Lyubljana, 22 March—The November introduc- 
tion of special taxes for Slovene and Croatian represen- 
tations in Serbia—taxes on branches, premises, land, 
and goods imported from these two republics— 
obviously did not bring the Serbian authorities the 
anticipated results. The Serbian boycott of Slovene and 











Serbian goods has now shifted into an at least apparently 
more effective form. Namely. new Serbian enterprises 
are emerging Overnight. so to speak, from individual 
Slovene and Croatian branches. 


Resnik Trade and Golttours so tar are the two known 
examples trom our republic (Resnik Trade arose trom 
the former Radenska sales center near Belgrade, and 
Golftours is the “inheritor” of Integral’s branch, the 
TOZD [basic organization of associated labor] Turbus), 
which were recently registered by the Belgrade economic 
court as Serbian enterprises. Ivan Lukic, the assistant 
general director of Radenska, stated that on 2! March 
they received a notice trom that court, solely for their 
information, about the registration of the new enterprise, 
Resnik Trade. while that decision did not even mention 
the name of the rea! owner of the sales center (Raden- 
Ska). Radenska’s officials determined from that notice, 
to their surprise. that all of the 17 workers emploved had 
become coowners of this firm. Each one paid 1,000 


dinars in Start-up capital. and thus became a coowner of 


a sales center with modern equipment, which according 
to the Serbian book value is worth 9 million dinars, 


whereas, according to Lukic. the actual market value of 


this center 1s 7.5 to S&S million German marks. 


While so tar in Slovenia two cases of the seizure of 


property are known. in Croatia there have already been 
several such cases. which have become Serbian property 
under the auspices of the Serbian authorities and their 
courts. Among them. tor example. are the new enter- 
prises Beobagat. Rade Koncar Commerce. Varazdin 
Textile Works-Belgrade. Ina-Belgrade. ete. The Varazdin 
government has already taken some countermeasures 1n 
response to the Serbian thett of Varteks’s branches. 
Thus. tor example. a decision has already been conveved 
to some Serbian enterprises that have business offices in 
Varazdin that they have to abandon their business 
premises during the next three months 


Radenska’s officials have appealed that decision to the 
District Economic Court in Belgrade and to the Opstina 


Court in Belgrade on the grounds that 11s a violation of 


their property rights. In the meantime, they are now 
waiting tor a decision trom the court, but they really do 
not know what 1s happening with their sales center 
Lukic thinks, in tact. that they do not have any real 
interlocutor in the situation that has occurred. At least 
for the time being. they themselves feel completely 
helpless. and are awaiting assistance trom the Slovene 
Chamber of Commerce and government 


The Serbian Boycott Is Still Continuing 


Mihael Bedina. of the Slovene Chamber of Commerce 
development service. 1s familiar with this, and adds that 
the Serbian boycott is still continuing in a somewhat 
different form, even though the Federal Constitutional 
Court. back in January. declared the Serbian decision 
proclaiming the boycott to be unconstitutional, and a 
similar decision was also published in the Serbian offi- 
cial gazette. In Bedina’s opinion, what happened to the 
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above-mentioned branches in Serbia is common theft, 
and does not have any legal basis. In his opinion, those 
iffected now (and similar advice 1s also being given to 
others) only have the possibility of suing the newly 
established enterprises. Furthermore, some time ago the 
Chamber called upon the enterprises that had branches 
in that republic to assess their property as soon as 
possible, since such an assessment. according to the 
decision by the Constitutional Court, is the sole accept- 
able fact to prove ownership of the property. In addition 
to this, the Slovene Chamber ot Commerce is also 
warning that in the last few months, the Serbian SDK 
{Public Auditing Service] has not even been paying off 
invoices received from our enterprises; the Chamber 1s 
therefore cautioning the enterprises to sell goods only to 
those buvers who are prepared to pay in advance, or to 
cope by exchanging goods. 


One of those who are having difficulties in obtaining 
money for invoices is the Maribor Textile Factory. Its 
director, Tone Taks, said that since 23 December 1990. 
the Serbian SDK has not paid tor a single invoice. The 
factory has filed complaints against the nonpayers, of 
course, but it knew ahead of time that nothing would 
come of it. Even last vear. for example. they sold 16 
percent of their goods in the Serbian market, but since 
the beginning of this year they have not sold anything 
more in the Serbian market. Slovenyasport has had 
similar problems with nonpayment, and has recently 
been trying to resolve matters primarily through com- 
pensatory transactions. Although their sales from the 
g00d old days (they sold trom 25 to 30 percent of their 
goods in Serbia) have recently declined to a good 10 
percent, they do not intend to abandon the Serbian 
market. 


Zvonimir Mavri, of Gorenje Commerc, says that they 
also have the same difficulties with nonpayment. It is 
interesting that even from their own stores they only 
receive payment after two to three weeks. Even the 
money tor salaries for their workers employed in Serbian 
offices stops somewhere along the way for two to three 
weeks. In his opinion. this involves two things— 
certainly the general shortage of money: that 1s why the 
Serbs are controlling monetary flows in such a way that 
they are held as long as possible in their republic. and the 
fact that no one has any respect for regulations and laws 


Mihael Bedina is convinced that a large part of our 
economy does not want to lose the Serbian market. It 
likewise seems senseless to him to institute countermea- 
sures, as people in neighboring Croatia are deciding to 
do: namely, he 1s convinced that it will then turn out—as 
it already has several times in the past—that the one to 
win in the end will be the one who declared the boycott 
In his opinion, nevertheless, we should be cautious 1n the 
future about how we handle Slovene property on Serbian 
territory. The Chamber does not see any general solution 
for this, but Bedina thinks that everyone should decide 
individually how he will handle business premises and 
other property in Serbia in the future 
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Slovene Enterprises Are Coping as Well as They Can 


Lyjubljana’s Semenarna, which also earned up to 40 
percent of its income in the Serbian market a year ago, 
has recently seen its sales decline to 25 percent, but in 
spite of that itis not even thinking of leaving this market. 
In fact, 1 found a solution by establishing joint enter- 
prises, in which Semenarna has a 49 percent share of the 
capital, and their Serbian partners have a 51 percent 
Share. This is how they registered their branches in 
Serbia at the beginning of this year. Ownership issues 
have now been essentially settled in such a way that 
formally the Serbian owners really have a 51 percent 
ownership share. Because they are aware that their 
business partners do not have any money for purchasing 
their share, they solved the problem in such a way that 
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they [the Serbs] will gradually pay off their shares. Alojz 
Stuhec, the marketing director at Semenarna, 1s con- 
vinced that essentially this is all based on confidence in 
their long-term partners, and that is why they are con- 
vinced that they will not cheat them. 


Just like Semenarna, Gorenje will also establish several 


joint enterprises this year. Zvonimir Mavri thinks that 


this will mean greater security in payments, since they 
will take place primarily inside Serbia. Preparations are 
also being made for this in Slovenyasport, for instance, 
and elsewhere. Neither the Chamber of Commerce nor 
the government has any precise data on what has really 
been happening to Slovene property on Serbian territory 
lately. It seems, at least, that the enterprises have been 
more or less left to themselves and their ingenuity. 
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Planned University Gains International Sponsors 
YICHOSO7A Budapest MAGYAR HIRLAP 


in Hungarian 19 Mar 91 p 6 


{Article by Katalin Ujhegyi “A University in Szom- 
bathely?”] 


[Text] It seems more and more probable that a educa- 
tional center offering training in a wide range of fields. 
trom basic instruction to university degrees. may be 
established in Szombathely. Its implementation was int- 
tiated two years ago by the city’s eminent intellectuals. 
They formed the Janos Apaczai Csere Foundation, a free 
civic Organization whose purpose is to establish a non- 
partisan elementary, secondary, and postsecondary 
school. President Arpad Goncz agreed to be its main 
patron. The school’s planned site 1s a former Soviet base 
which, with some modifications, will be suitable as a 
campus. In accordance with the Council of Ministers’ 
February 1990 decision, the city of Szombathely was 
given back 12 hectares, half of the base’s area, that can be 
used for educational purposes. Talks with the appro- 
priate educational organizations, Hungarian and foreign 
universities, and the appropriate ministries have been 
going On for the past year and a half. The foundation 
requested financial assistance from several sources. It 
won not only the 2-million-forint scholarship of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences-Soros Foundation, but 
also the Hungarian Credit Bank’s sponsorship of 5 
million forints. The base will be guarded free of charge 
by the Group 4 Hungaria Security Services. Ltd.. a 
Savings of almost 2 million torints. Dezso Ekler, an 
architect trom MAKONA Structural Design Small 
Cooperative, agreed to prepare the construction blue- 
prints tree of charge. The Gyor Technical College also 
contributed intellectual and financial capital by con- 
ducting the base's technical survey 


The chances tor the school’s plans are increased by the 
fact that the foundation joined the Jegnt European 
Development Program [JEDP]. The presentation of the 
foundation’s Tempus proposal was initiated by the 
Geneva and Rotterdam JEDP centers 


What are the plans of the foundation and the members of 
its board? The origins of their plans can be traced back to 
the 17th century. The toundation ts trying to implement 
Janos Apaczai Csere’s plans tor a school, a kind of 
“classic boarding school” that was operating in Nagy- 
enyed, Gyulatehervar, and Sarospatak. Some of the 
newest West European school systems, including the 
Waldort method and, above all, Jozset Zsolnay’s peda- 
gogy. are being considered. The goal 1s to provide a basic 
education based on the interaction between the classic 
ecological, economic, and legal cultures, leaving room 
for a trade school and intellectual training of European 
quality. 


This may be implemented in a curriculum which ts 
divided into four plus eight years. The first four grades 
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are planned so as to offer basic general instruction, 
providing a solid foundation on which to build. During 
these years, Jozset Zsolnay’s method of aptitude devel- 
opment would be stressed. Laying the foundations in the 
classic, economic, and legal subjects. and the natural 
sciences would begin in the fitth grade. This phase of the 
training would close in the tenth year with a language 
examination and a final examination that would mea- 
sure the general level of knowledge of those who want to 
continue in a trade school. The last two vears of the 
secondary school would serve as preparation tor higher 
education. During this time. emphasis would be placed 
on only special subjects in the classic, economic, and 
legal tields and on the natural sciences, as well as on the 
chosen foreign language 


This preparation would close with a tinal examination 
that would be on par with college entrance examinations, 
supplemented with an internationally accepted language 
examination. Thanks to our connection to the Alps- 
Adria Movement, there will also be the possibility of 
examining European programs and textbooks. At the 
college level. the plans call tor training economists and 
legal experts who will be able, through their expertise, to 
contribute to the region’s and the city’s change of struc- 
ture. Through the development of this school center, 
Szombathely may become West Transdanubia’s intellec- 
tual center. According to the plan's schedule, basic 
instruction may commence as early as 1992. 


Agnes Paksy. board chairman and teacher, said that the 
plan may now be kept on schedule since the local 
government body finally approved the foundation's con- 
cepts at its last meeting. after resisting for four months. 
Because of this four-month delay. the foundation has 
already lost some valuable opportunities and financial 


SOUTECReS 


At any rate. the foundation is now doing everything 11 
can to begin construction at the end of the summer or 
early fall, using the best local protessional forces. A 
group of 23 engineers. which will play a key role in the 
actual construction, has already been tormed. There 1s 
no lack of support and. thus. a truly modern school 
center may be built in Hungary’s western corner by the 
turn of the century 


~ 


Protestant Pastor Views Coming Papal Visit 
YIC HOSOSB Budapest NEPSZABADSAG in Hungarian 
Ss Mar YI p4 


[Open letter from Geza Nemeth, pastor of the Transyl- 
vanian Congregation in Debrecen: “What Does a Prot- 
estant Pastor Expect of the Papal Visit?” ] 


[Text] | hope that the impact of the misinformation that 
Others or | myself am planning to disrupt the pope's visit 
to Debrecen has already been dispelled. Speaking tor 
myself. | nevertheless am compelled to explain how a 
Protestant pastor like myself views the upcoming papal 
Visit 
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I hope that, during his Debrecen visit, the pope will find 
Opportunity to express the historical words of reconcili- 
ation and appeasement for the centuries of the Protes- 
tants’ persecution, beginning with the Counter Reforma- 
tion. In return, there undoubtedly will be an admission 
that occasionally, also Protestants have committed 
atrocities against Catholics. 


Furthermore, | also hope that the pope (and this applies 
to the Hungarian organizers of his visit as well) will not 
be behaving as if Hungary were Poland. Protestants, 
Jews, and our agnostic fellow citizens would be offended 
by expressions such as Regnum Marianum (Mary's 
country). We believe that we are living in a country 
where people professing different religions and ideolo- 
gies must live together in the spirit of democratic 
equality and tolerance. We have been fighting for 40 
years against becoming vassals of the Russians, but we 
are not forgetting that our ancestors fought for centuries 
in the same manner against the overt or covert manipu- 
lations of Vienna or Rome. In conjunction with the 
papal visit, the recently converted reporters of the press 
and radio would do well to refrain from referring to the 
pope in the state media as “Holy Father,” “Christ's vicar 


on earth” or “His Holiness.’ These titles and forms of 


address are theological concepts, appropriate only in 
Catholic media. 


As pastor of the Transylvanian Congregation, however, I 
expect first of ail that the pope will apply his principled 
standpoint on ethnic minorities also to the ethnic Hun- 
garians of Transylvania and Moldavia. At the time, 
regrettably, our Jewish brothers had waited in vain for 
the pope of the day to intercede unambiguously on their 
behalf. Now we are confident that we are not waiting in 
vain for the head of the Catholic Church to lend his 
moral support for the demands of the more than 100,000 
ethnic Hungarian in Moldavia; they want to finally be 
able to attend mass, and to receive religious instruction 
in their native language, in accordance with the decisions 
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of the Second Vatican Council. Knowing John Paul II's 
moral principles, | am confident that he will not let the 
Catholic Church remain much longer a tool of Romani- 
anization in Romania, or of forceful assimilation any- 
where else. 


Prompted by ecumenical solidarity, | wish to note that 
the causes of justice and charity would be eminently 
served if the pope, at some point during his visit, would 
extend his fraternal embrace to the Reverand Gyorgy 
Bulanyi, a Piarist priest whom the one-time State Office 
of Church Affairs persecuted because his conscience 
would not let him serve the regime. Certain Vatican 
officials shamefully became accomplices of Hungary's 
antichurch policies by certifying the peace priests who 
had betrayed the interests of their church, but aban- 
doning the true confessors of their faith. We expect of the 
pope, just what we do of all priests and of every honest 
person: to not tolerate the bartering of universal moral 
values for the church’s temporary advantages. Hundreds 
of persecuted priests are waiting for such justice to be 
rendered. A decision must be made as to who the 
collaborators or the confessors, had upheld the moral 
laws? 


We expect this visit to promote Christian unity and 
tolerance. We want real ecumeniism, in the spirit of John 
XXIII. Therefore, we would be reassured if, during the 
pope’s visit, we could also welcome an openhearted 
Catholic whom we greatly admire, such as Professor 
Hans Kung, for instance. We in Hungary are longing for 
tolerant democracy. We can be helped in achieving this 
only by a Catholic Church that has rid itself also inter- 
nally of the sad heritage of church dictatorship, which 
ruthlessly suppresses any criticism or dissent. 


Thus, we Hungarian Protestants, too, are ready to extend 
our fraternal hospitality to a pope who comes to us with 
reconciliation in his heart, publicly declares his soli- 
darity with our persecuted fellow Hungarians in Tran- 
syivania, and offers hope of a new and truly tolerant 
Catholicism for the future. 
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